
 

 

December 2019 

A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Dear Friends, 

 

 Advent is the season defined by the four Sundays before 

Christmas.  It is a time to prepare our hearts and lives for the 
coming of the Lord.  As a season of preparation – of reflection and 
eagerly awaiting for the joy to come – it is similar to Lent.  

(Historically, Advent used to be a longer period, beginning in          
Mid-November, and was known as St.  Martin’s Lent, after St. 

Martin of Tours, whose feast day is November 11.) 

 Let us together live these Advent days as an opportunity to 
draw closer to God.  To open our lives to God’s love and                       

forgiveness and peace, so that Christ may be born anew in us. 

 This year I ask you to read the Psalms.  Using the Prayer 
Book or your Bible (see which one seems best for you), read     

several psalms every day.  See how these very honest prayers    
express the highs and lows, the joys and sorrows, of our lives.  

How Biblical people are honest with God and about their doubts 
and their needs, and in so doing find God ready to listen and to 

respond. 

 You might use the ordering of psalms in the Prayer Book for 
a 30 day reading, and on each day that you get to it, read the 
psalms appointed for that day.  And the ones that really sing or 

resonate with you, go back to again and again, and maybe copy 

out and memorize several verses as prayer resources. 

 Matthew Moravec of our congregation, who is working on a 
Ph.D. in New Testament studies, will present a class on the 
psalms on Sunday, Dec. 15, to be repeated on Monday evening, 

Dec. 16. 

 Also for Advent, we have devotional booklets for those who 

enjoy them. 

 Meanwhile, our Pledge Drive to support our ministries in 
2020 is proceeding well, with almost 2/3 of expected pledges          

received on Sunday, November 17.  Please return your pledge of 
financial support on Sunday or by mail so that we may complete 
our 2020 ministry planning.  Our Stewardship dinner on           

November 14 was both delicious and full of wonderful conversa-
tions about how we came to St. Andrew’s and how we are feeling 

called to serve God’s people. 

  

Continued on next page 



 

 2 Rector’s report continued 

  Matthew Moravec is organizing our Children’s Christmas pageant for our family 

Service on Christmas Eve at 4:30 pm – please contact him to help.  Sandy Dick is inviting 
everyone to bake cookies for our fellowship after Christmas services.  All hands are 

needed for the Greening of the Church on Sunday, December 22 after the 10 am service.  
And Sunday December 15 will be a very special and busy day with Psalms class and gin-

gerbread house decorating for the children, as well as the Daughters of the King study. 

 Last Sunday I ended my sermon with a ‘word of wisdom’ sometimes attributed to 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, which was originally composed by Dr. Keith Kent in his book 
The Paradoxical Commandments.  I found this version through Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves 

of the Diocese of El Camino Real.  It is a helpful reminder of our covenant with God:  to 
be loved and to love, to be forgiven and to forgive, to be reconciled and to reconcile. Every 

act of forgiveness and every work of reconciliation increases peace in the world.  It is 

sometimes titled “Anyway”. 

 

• People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered. Forgive them anyway. 

 

• If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. Be kind anyway. 

 

      If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine  

         enemies. Succeed anyway. 

 

      If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you. Be honest and sincere  

          anyway. 

 

• What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create anyway. 

 

• If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy anyway. 

 

• The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do good anyway. 

 

• Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give your best anyway. 

 

      In the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you and 

          them anyway. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

    Martin+ 
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Merry Christ Mass—by Tom Egnew 

 December marks the beginning of Advent in our liturgical calendar. The season 

draws its name from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming”. With murky origins, 
by the sixth century AD Advent was extolled as a time to prepare for the celebration of 

the birth of Jesus, but even more so to prepare for the second coming of Christ as 
judge of the world. Originally a penitential season with fasting three days a week, by 
the Middle Ages the focus shifted more upon the birth of Jesus, and later the Anglican 

and Lutheran traditions relaxed the rules for fasting.   
 So, what does Advent mean for us individually and corporately at St. Andrew’s 

beyond a hectic time of holiday preparations and parties, gift buying, house and 
church decorating, large meals and a host of special church services? I find it                 
paradoxical that we end the calendar year of the material world by beginning an               

ecclesiastical journey that commemorates the life of Jesus. I wonder if our church          
fathers wisely introduced Advent to draw our attention away from what has only         
become an increasingly commercial, material world towards the spiritual promise of 

Jesus? 
 In this sense, Advent symbolizes our present situation as the people of God who 

await the return of Christ in His glory. But are we to wait, or are we to consider our 
part, as individuals and as a church community, in bringing Jesus into the world? In                    
1 Corinthians 12:27, the Apostle Paul would have us believe the latter: “All of you       

together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.” In God’s wisdom and grace, 
I believe that each of us has been given gifts by which we can serve Jesus, both                 

personally and through St. Andrew’s. This sentiment certainly resonates with 

our parish motto: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”  

 As we enter this busy season in preparation for the birth of Jesus, I encourage 
you to reflect upon the words of St. Teresa of Ávila: 

Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. 
Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ looks on this world. 

Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good. 
Yours are the hands through which He blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are His body. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

Blessings upon you and yours for a Merry and Holy Christ Mass.  

St Andrew’s has a new website! 

Our parish website:   https://saintandrewstacoma.org has been redesigned.  Webmaster 

Dave Tinsley has worked closely with Josh DeLacey of Branded Look 
(https://brandedlook.com ) to design our new website to be easier to use, especially on 
tablets and smart phones.  Funding came from grants from the Diocese of Olympia and 

some undesignated Memorial Funds.  Take a look soon! 
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Psalms class and Gingerbread workshop  

Sunday, Dec. 15 after the 10 am service   

(Psalms class repeats Mon. Dec. 16 at 7pm) 
 

Greening of the Church  

Sunday, Dec. 22 after the 10 am service 
 

Special Bible Study on the Christmas stories in the Bible 

Monday, Dec. 23, 1-2pm 
 

Family Christmas Eve Service with Children’s Pageant  

December 24, 4:30 pm 
 

Traditional Christmas Communion Service 

December 24, 9:30 pm—beginning with half an hour of special music  
 

Christmas Day Communion with Carols —10 am 

(no Wednesday Noon service) 

 

Jeffrey Boyce receiving his Iona 
School of Theology graduation           

certificate from Bishop Rickel at the                            

Diocesan Convention 
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Where is Kairos?—by Stephen Gaub 

 As I was leaving church a few weeks ago a fellow congregant asked me “is St. Andrews 

still involved in Kairos”. I thought it was such an important question that I needed to write a 
small article in the parish paper about Kairos international and how we at St. Andrews need 

to support the ministry. 

 What is Kairos? The name derives from koine Greek Kairos definition is - a time when 
conditions are right for the accomplishment of a crucial action: the opportune and decisive 

moment. We simplify the definition of “God’s special time”. The mission of Kairos Prison   
Ministry is to share the transforming love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ and to impact the 
hearts and lives of incarcerated men, women and youth as well as their families and help 

them become loving and productive citizens of their communities. Kairos is active in 500 
prisons and communities served in 10 different countries with 3 million hours of volunteer 

service. In the State of Washington, we serve in Clallam Bay Corrections Center (CBCC), 
Washington State Reformatory – Monroe, Special Commitment Center – McNeil, Stafford 
Creek Corrections Center (SCCS), and Washington Correctional Center for Women. At St. 

Andrews, we have two people who have served on teams during this year at CBCC and 
SCCS. Kairos in WA State also has programs for women who are associated with prisoners 

called Kairos Outside.  Kairos in prisons is a monthly 2-4 hour “Reunion” where prisoners 
who have graduated for the 3-day retreat can get together with outside volunteers. Normally 
two times a year a 3-day retreat is conducted within the walls of the prison.  This retreat is 

for prisoners who have not previously been to a Kairos (a short course in Christianity) .  
 During the Kairos the prisoners are lavished with the Unconditional Love of God. In 
each prison, approximately one month after the Kairos, a one-day instructional reunion is 

conducted. In approximately two months a two-day retreat for all Kairos graduates is con-
ducted. We encourage you to be aware of the program especially the 2 and 3-day retreats 

and cover them with Prayers. Why do we not bake cookies for the weekends? The State         
Correctional authorities will no longer allow the home-baked cookies; they will in some of the 
prisons allow us to purchase prison baked or prison commissary cookies.  I offer this         

detailed information for you to understand how Kairos is present for the prisoners also to 
appreciate the sacrificial giving of time of the volunteers.                                                            
 Donations are always needed as it cost approximately $200 per prisoner participating 

in the 3-day retreat to cover the program for a year. Some prisons allow us to purchase 
regular meals and serve them to the prisoners. The Kairos Outside feeds the participants for 

the weekend. As with all church related organizations a tithe is paid to the supervising      
organization.                                                                                                                                
 If you have any further questions please ask David Abbott or Steven Gaub for more 

detailed information.  

Psalms class and Gingerbread workshop  

Sunday, Dec. 15 after the 10 am service   

(Psalms class repeats Mon. Dec. 16 at 7pm) 
 

Greening of the Church  

Sunday, Dec. 22 after the 10 am service 
 

Special Bible Study on the Christmas stories in the Bible 

Monday, Dec. 23, 1-2pm 
 

Family Christmas Eve Service with Children’s Pageant  

December 24, 4:30 pm 
 

Traditional Christmas Communion Service 

December 24, 9:30 pm—beginning with half an hour of special music  
 

Christmas Day Communion with Carols —10 am 

(no Wednesday Noon service) 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Bakers hard at work 

Enjoying High Tea 
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Celtic Faire Raised over $90,000—by Bill Brice, Treasurer 

 

 
 

 
 

This year the 2019 Faire raised just over $10,000.  The twelve year earnings of 

the Celtic Faire along with other fundraising events including cook books, note cards, 
Quiz Night, etc. has brought in net income of over $100,000 to support St. Andrew’s  

operating expenses.  That also means we have contributed over $10,000 in community 

outreach.  These numbers point out that our fundraising is a very big deal! 

When our fundraising efforts started, we were operating at a net loss and looking 

at alternatives to continue operations.   One of the suggestions was to reduce or             
eliminate the tithe we give to the community.  A number of our members said outreach 
was one of the core values of St. Andrew’s and that if that went away, they probably 

would go elsewhere. 

In addition to the financial benefits of fundraising, we have the opportunity to 

work together, socialize, be creative and in general, have a good time.  These events 

have also brought people through our doors and several have stayed with us. 

This year we had new leaders in several areas.  We owe many thanks to all that 

participated and especially to Liz Herriges for her leadership as the chairperson.          
Ken Rhodes again produced a great dinner on Sunday evening; The Second Time 

Around Jewelry store was successful raising funds with the leadership of Linda Brice;  
Sandy Dick and Eve Yabroff did a great job with the Lunch Room; Dave Tinsley                 
arranged for a great line up of talent; Shirley Morton organized and led great kids'        

activities; Norbert Herriges and his team transformed the church into the faire;              
Jean Lubken led the Tea Room; Mary Boyce led the Bake Shoppe with the assist of 
Chief Baker Victoria Dobson; Kristina Younger produced another great auction at the 

dinner.   

Be sure to thank these leaders and their many helpers for a job well done.  While 

you are at it, save the dates of October 17th and 18th for next year. 

Matthew Moravec will offer a one hour overview to the psalms as biblical texts. Topics 

will include consideration of different approaches to the interpretation of psalms,         
resources to help appreciate them, and ways to connect personally and as                              

congregation with their message. Sunday, December 15 at 11:30 am, and repeated on 

Monday, December 16 at 7:00 pm.  Invite your friends and neighbors! 

Introduction to the Psalms 



 

 

Some Simple Things to Pray for During Advent                                      

—by Martin E. Marty 
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 Pray for attentiveness to what truly matters, without being distracted 

 by trivial things. 

 Pray for opportunities to learn something new regularly. 

 Pray for the grace to be able to rest, become aware of God’s presence, 

 and enjoy it. 

 Pray for strong relationships with other people in the bond of a loving 

 community. 

 Pray for peace in all situations, no matter what the circumstances. 

 Pray for an enlivened imagination that helps you contribute to the 

 world in creative ways. 

 Pray for freedom from all that burdens you – past mistakes, fears,          

 destructive habits, hurts other people have inflicted, and more. 

 Pray for joy and a sense of humor. 

 Pray for confidence in God’s love for you and trust in God's power to 

 work things out for the best in your life. 

 Pray for a clear mind and the ability to clearly communicate what you 

 value to others. 

 Pray for openness so you can grow as a person and encounter God 

 more fully. 

 Pray for a genuine awareness of God’s grace in your life and the               

 humility to extend grace to others. 

Pray for a passion to pursue justice. 

 

— Adapted from  

When True Simplicity is Gained: Finding Spiritual Clarity in a Complex World 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Nf1qu0htJ8VIyGNl9sqqfhBoSsp5kc-pxB82poRXBAZIsE0SqUkdMsbp133OSfZgF0kwbi_GEe82t8FR6DVxCdmOQRvfic85wNqIr9yGNu_KqDf1IzTGCQZM8GQ0ipNij8dTo-EtuTmAPPwRp3_w3g==&c=74uksx6O_Skpo7jH8rYn8bbRbdRElquGAyk7JRTkDrBw82coJ3zZ9Q==&ch=3fD1R_FzMoS_x
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Come decorate Gingerbread Houses with us!—Reberta Skinner 

The 94th Episcopal Church Women's Epiphany Luncheon will be hosted by St Mary's in 

Lakewood. Registration begins at 10:30 am, with Holy Eucharist at 11 am, on Saturday, 
January 4th, 2020. Make reservations by January 2nd with Theresa at anisa@msn.com or 

with Roxy 253-537-3075  

Epiphany Luncheon 

Mark your calendars for December 15th after the 10am service we will we will be        

decorating Gingerbread Houses! 

*Sign-up (Ada Webb Room) your child/children in order to have enough supplies to 

decorate the houses. If you would like to contribute candy decorations please sign up 

and bring candy to church on Sunday the 8th or in the office by Dec 11. 

If you would like to help the children decorate their gingerbread houses sign up. 

mailto:anisa@msn.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1– Advent One 

8/10 Holy 

Eucharist 

 

11:30am Chat with 

the vestry 

2 

1pm Bible Study 
 

6pm AA Meeting 
 

6pm Al-Anon    

Meeting 

 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

3 

10:30am AA 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45pm AA  

4 Noon Eucharist 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Glory and Praise 

Choir 

6 7 

7am SA 

 

8  Advent Two 

8/10 Holy 

Eucharist 
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1pm Bible Study 

 

7pm Al-Anon Book 

Study 

 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

 

10 

 10:30am AA 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45pm AA  

 

11 Noon Eucharist 

 

 

12 

 

1pm Finance 

 

 

 

7pm  Choir 

13 

 

10am-2pm 

Weaver’s Guild 

 

 

14 

7am SA  

 

10am-Noon                      

Daughters of the King 

Board meeting 

15 Advent Three 

 8/10 Holy 

Eucharist  
 

11:30am Daughters of 

the King 
 

11:30am Gingerbread 

houses 

11:30am Psalm class 

16 

1pm Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

7:00pm Psalm Class 

 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

 

17 

10:30am AA 

 

 

 

 

7pm Vestry 

 

7:45pm AA 

18 Noon Eucharist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jackson Street Food 

Bank 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir 

20                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 

 7am SA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 Advent Four 

 8/10 Holy Eucharist 

 

11:15am Greening of 

the church  

 

 

 

 

23 

1pm Bible Study on 

the Christmas  

Stories 
 

6pm Al-Anon    

Meeting 
 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

24 

10:30am AA 
 

4:30pm Family                    

Christmas Service 
 

7:45pm AA 

 

9:30pm Traditional 

Christmas Service 

25 

10am Christmas Day 

Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

  

 

 

 

28 

7am SA  

 

 

 

29 

8/10 Holy Eucharist 

 

11:30am Community 

Outreach meeting 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

31 

10:30am AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45pm AA 

    

       

December, 2019 
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December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

2 Mary Long 

 Hayley Adams 

4 Tom Egnew 

6 Margaret Moravec 

7 Hieu Egnew 

8 Steve Parsons 
11 Gretchen Liebenberg 

16 Kyle Girard 

20 Riley Girard 

27 Janet Taft 
31 Dianne Sullivan 

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

12-17-1970 Stan and Gretchen Liebenberg 

12-18-1965 Steven and Virginia Gaub 

12-16  Ellen and Tino Maccarrone 

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS 

Contact the Church Office for details 

 

Aidan Colbert—corrected phone number  

Bruce Culver—new address   

Margo Girard—new address/phone            

Kit Proctor—phone number   

Mel Taukolo—new address   

 

Editor’s note:  In the November Tartan an article about the Elizabeth Chapter of the 

Daughters of the King was included.  Victoria Sager was the writer—her name was omitted 

in error.   
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  

                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. St. Andrew’s 

Vestry Members 

Carol Baarsma 

Victoria Dodson 

Tom Egnew 

Liz Herriges, Senior Warden 

Judy Nelson 

Don Ramage, Junior Warden 

Ken Rhodes 

Jessica Richards 

Kristina Younger, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 

The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 

The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 

Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 

Matthew Moravec, Sunday School                                     
 Administrator 

 

Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 

 

 

* 

Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


