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A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Continued on next page 

Dear Friends, 

 Our focus this Fall at St. Andrew’s is the Way of Love: Practices 
for a Jesus-Centered Life.  These seven practices: Turn, Learn, Pray, 

Worship, Bless, Go and Rest are practices that each of us can adapt in 
our daily lives to help us be more aware of God’s love and the way of 

Jesus. 

 In her wonderful new little book on the Way of Love, Bishop 
Mariann Budde quotes Methodist pastor Adam Hamilton about          

spiritual practices: 

When we speak about the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of God, we are 
speaking of God’s active work in our lives; of God’s way of leading 
us, guiding us, forming and shaping us; of God’s power and           
presence to comfort and encourage us and to make us the people 
God wants us to be.  The Spirit is the voice of God whispering, 
wooing and beckoning us.  And in listening to this voice and being 
shaped by this power, we find that we become most fully and         

authentically human. 

Budde says that these practices are not “meant to be chores to plow 
through or exercises to whip us into spiritual shape.  In the words of 

the Benedictine nun Joan Chittister, ‘A relationship with God is not 
something to be achieved.’  Rather, she writes, ‘God is a presence to 
which we can respond.’  Nor is the spiritual life separate from the rest 

of our lives, but rather, ‘a way of being in the world that is open to 
God and open to others.’  Spiritual practices help open us to God’s 

presence.  (Receiving Jesus: The Way of Love, Mariann Edgar Budde, 2019) 

 I am eager for us to explore these practices and for each of us to 
find a few to begin to practice daily or as often as we can.  We have  

already begun a discussion series on these – the schedule is in this 

newsletter. 

 We begin October with the Blessing of the Animals and        

Celebration of St. Francis of Assisi at both services on Sunday,           
Oct. 6.  Celtic Faire is coming up on Oct. 19 and 20.  Planning and 

preparations are going very well – please sign up to participate: to get 
to know others at St. Andrew’s, to welcome and share God’s love with 
our many visitors, and to support our ministries.  And we will finish 

October with the first organ concert of our 5th annual concert series, 

on Sunday, October 27 at 3 pm. 

 St. Andrew’s Youth Ministry is quite active, even as we continue 

to seek a Family/Children/youth/Younger Adult Pastor-coordinator.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Classes this month: 

 

Way of Love – each Sunday 11:30 session repeats Monday at 7:00 pm 

 October 6 & 7   Pray, led by Tom Egnew 

 October 13 & 14  Worship, led by Fr. Martin 

 October 20/21 – no class 

 October 27 & 28 Bless, led by Fr. Martin 

 November 3 & 4 Go, led by Pam Tinsley 

 November 10 & 11 Rest, led by all 

Please see the website:  https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love 
for lots more on the Way of Love – reflections, videos, podcasts, and 

more. 

 

Celtic Spirituality – Sunday, October 20, 3:30 pm:  Dr. Kirk Webb 

will return for a free seminar.  https://kirkwebb.wordpress.com/the-
celtic-center   And Sue Tait of our diocesan Resource Center will be 

with us Sunday morning and at 3:30 pm with a selection of books to 

borrow on Celtic spirituality. 

 

Bible Study – every Monday from 1-2 pm, led by Fr. Martin 
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 2 Rector’s article continued 

Adult Classes this month 

We are participating in the ecumenical Tacoma Youth Group, which meets downtown 

at Urban Grace.  We are having some St. Andrew’s group activities such as trampoline 
jumping and food bank serving.  And we are encouraging our youth to attend the                 

diocesan High School Youth Retreat: “What a Wonderful World, Oct. 11-13 at                            
St. Matthew’s, Browns Point, and the Middle School Youth Retreat (grades 6-9) on           

Nov. 23-24 at Epiphany, Seattle.  Please see me for more information. 

 You will see much more in this newsletter.  St. Andrew’s is an active and                  
welcoming congregation.  Our God is a God of abundance – abundant love, abundant 

service.  Here we are, and here we go together! 

 Yours in Christ, 

Martin+ 

Way of Love – each Sunday 11:30 session repeats Monday at 7:00 pm 

 October 6 & 7   Pray, led by Tom Egnew 

 October 13 & 14   Worship, led by Fr. Martin 

 October 20/21 –   no class 

 October 27 & 28  Bless, led by Fr. Martin 

 November 3 & 4  Go, led by Pam Tinsley 

 November 10 & 11 Rest, led by all 

Please see the website:  https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love for lots more on 

the Way of Love – reflections, videos, podcasts, and more. 

 

Celtic Spirituality – Sunday, October 20, 3:30 pm:  Dr. Kirk Webb will return for a 

free seminar.  https://kirkwebb.wordpress.com/the-celtic-center   And Sue Tait of our 
diocesan Resource Center will be with us Sunday morning and at 3:30 pm with a selec-

tion of books to borrow on Celtic spirituality. 

 

Bible Study – every Monday from 1-2 pm, led by Fr. Martin 

 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love
https://kirkwebb.wordpress.com/the-celtic-center
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St. Andrew’s Organ Concert Series—by Naomi Shiga, Director of Music 

 I was picking hymns yesterday in the church office and was going through old          

bulletins when I ran across the memorial bulletin from 2017 for Tim Lowenberg. There, 
smiling back at me from the cover was Tim’s kind and gracious presence. I couldn’t         

believe that it was three years ago that we lost him. Of course, he was an important         
person to all who knew him, and for me he was not the only the biggest supporters of my 
life as musician, but also a key figure in bringing the organ to St. Andrew’s and                

establishing the organ concert series.   

 Suddenly, all the memories came to my mind. Countless meetings at various           
peoples houses, restaurants, church rooms, in the car, phone calls to make things           

happen: moving the organ from Grace Lutheran (the organ committee helped in moving 
pipes!), planning the dedication concerts, cooking for fundraising, starting the concert       

series, going to the airport to welcome artists, staying at the church until 3:00 a.m.   
printing the program booklet…etc. Now, it is the fifth season of the concert series!!! You 
can tell from the photos below that there was no child seat in our car, and without a 

child seat, we could move food for 100, or 50 chairs, in a Toyota Prius! We thought our 

car was mighty!!!  

 It has been a wonderful five years sharing art and music for the organ with the 
community, and to celebrate our fifth season of organ concerts we are inviting Cathedral 
musicians from our region. You won’t want to miss even one! Our first concert for the         

season will be on Sunday, October 27 at 3:00 p.m. with the Cathedral Trio (Harp,        
Viola, Flute) from St. Mark’s together with your organist, Naomi Shiga. Please invite your 
friends and have a wonderful time. The theme of our famous reception after the concert 

will be “Autumn.” Come and enjoy the flavor of fall with your friends! And, no, it is not 
our little Prius that is mighty—rather, mighty is our passionate organ committee and our 

church family!!! Thank you everyone!!!!! Let the 5th season begin!!!!!  



 

 

Vestry Viewpoint—by Jessica Richards 
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Stewardship Beyond St. Andrew’s Walls 

  I admit, I'm one of those people who loves Fall. I love the cooler weather, the  
changing of the leaves, and perhaps most of all, the implicit promise that what withers 

and dies this season will be renewed in Spring.  As you may or may not know, Fall at        
St. Andrew's includes a couple of notable things: our Celtic Faire, and our focus on        

stewardship. 

 Stewardship is an important topic that has many meanings and applications 
throughout our congregation and community.  Normally we tend to think of it in terms of 
how we can financially support and serve our own fellowship here, and while I do not      

intend to take away from this important focus, I would like to extend it and tie it into to a 
few of our other values in order to point it in a slightly broader direction—one that has 

been on my mind and heart a lot lately. 

 Stewardship—the care and supervision of something—can be linked to one of the 
ways of love we’ve been discussing: Bless.  While the Episcopal Church website defines 

“Bless” (in the context of the Way of Love) as to “share faith and unselfishly give and 
serve,” a broader definition of blessing is “to confer or invoke divine favor upon; ask God 

to look favorably on.” (Dictionary.com)  So as we think about the ways in which we as        
individuals can care for and serve St. Andrew’s, so that in turn St. Andrew’s can care for, 
serve, and bless the surrounding community, I’d like for us to keep in mind one further 

way to look at stewardship—one that connects to our Celtic values as well: care for the 

Earth.  

 As I don’t see stewardship as a partisan issue, I have no qualms about taking this 

concept and applying it to the world around us, and encouraging others to do the 
same.  However, recent events and political discussions have left some Christians divided 

on how to view the crisis that is being presented to us by climate scientists. One             
important thing to consider while we navigate this conversation is that whether you agree 
with them or not, many young people today are very concerned about climate change.  A 

recent Washington Post/Kaiser Family Poll shows that it has become a major fear and 
concern of a large percentage of teenagers, many of whom have taken action (in the form 
of a walk out, protest, or other political action) to express their views and hopefully incite 

change. As such, I believe it is something we should bear in mind as we seek to engage 

and shepherd the young people of St. Andrew’s and our larger community.  

 Often when I was younger and I felt concern for the environment, certain pockets of 
the Church made me feel as though such problems ultimately didn’t matter.  For reasons 
of varying theology, I was made to feel silly and foolish for caring about the destruction of 

the planet and its resources; the reply I typically received was along the lines of “God has 
it all under control, and after all, this world was not really our home! Don’t worry about 

it!” This discouraged and even silenced me for a while. Thankfully, in the years since 
then, I have discovered that it is quite easy to love both Jesus and this planet, and that 
there are other Christians who share my concerns. In fact, one of the things I loved in my 

first few visits to St. Andrew’s were the Prayers of the People, which cover a wide range of 
topics close to my heart.  However, I particularly noticed that of the six different forms, 

over half of them address the concept of caring for the Earth: 

  

Continued on next page 
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 Form I: “For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to 

conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.” (BCP, 384) 

 Form IV: “Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 

its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.” (BCP, 388) 

 Form V: “For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of 
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O 

Lord.” (BCP, 390)  

 Form VI: “In peace, we pray to you, Lord God…For the just and proper use of your 

creation.” (BCP, 392) 

 Of course, I could also take up a good chunk of the Tartan also citing different  

scriptures which highlight the idea that it is our job (specifically as followers of Christ) to 
care for God’s creation, and we have already been studying and continue to explore scrip-
tures which charge us with being good stewards.  I look forward to the conversations we 

can have on the topic of our stewardship in many areas, and I appreciate you being a part 

of this discussion so far.    

Perhaps we could consider a few things moving forward: 

1. In what ways, both large and small, can we as members of St. Andrew's continue to 

contribute to the care and stewardship of the earth? 

2. Since the most recent stats show that a large percentage of American Christians 
(particularly evangelicals) do not yet consider climate change a real threat, how can 
we use our unique Episcopal theology (evidenced in the BCP) to challenge and     

encourage the larger church in the US to consider the care of the earth as part of 

Christ's calling to us? 

3. How can we encourage and engage the youth of St. Andrew's and Tacoma on          

issues of environmental stewardship? 

Vestry Viewpoint continued 

Celtic Faire—great fun 

for all ages! 



 

 

Second Time Around Jewelry Store—by Linda Brice 

  

 

 Thank you to all who have already made jewelry donations to this year’s Second 

Time Around Jewelry store.  In the past 11 years the jewelry store has made and              

donated almost $19,000 to the mission and ministries of St. Andrew’s—all thanks to 

your wonderful donations!  With most of our items between $2 and $5 dollars, that’s an 

amazing amount!!! Among the items this year is jewelry handmade by Carol MacKinnon 

and Sarah Broadhead; new items donated by Donna Kolkman who no longer is selling 

on-line jewelry and some wonderful donations from parishioners and friends.  Jewelry 

of any type is accepted, including solo earrings, broken necklaces and bracelets 

(crafters love the beads). 

 You can drop your donations by the church office or bring them on Sunday.  Give 

me a call if you need me to pick up your items.   

 If you have time on Friday, October 18th (beginning at 10am) we are looking for a 

few people to display necklaces on a rack.   

 Thank you all for your donations and help with the jewelry store. 

Celtic Faire—by Liz Herriges 
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I only wear jewelry on days ending with “Y”. 

 Our 12th Annual Celtic Faire Fundraising Event is coming up on Saturday Oct. 19th 

and Sunday Oct. 20th. Take a few of the postcards in the pews and invite your friends 
and family to join us! On Saturday visitors will enjoy Scottish and Irish dancers, pipers 

and more on our upstairs stage and great bands on the downstairs stage. We’ll have high 
tea in the Ada Webb room and amazing Shepherd’s Pie and soups in the lunch shoppe. 
Children’s crafts are always popular – many leave with jeweled crowns and shields!           

People return year after year to purchase shortbread, oatcakes and delicious breads in 
the Bake Shoppe, and the 2nd Time Around Jewelry shop has its own loyal customers 

searching for amazing finds! 

 Sunday’s activities include church services with bagpipes & a clan call, our Celtic 
Spirituality seminar Sunday afternoon, and the amazing lamb dinner and auction that 

evening. You can purchase dinner and tea tickets after each service in the Ada Webb 

room. 

 It wouldn’t be possible to put on this fundraiser without an amazing crew of                

St. Andrew’s members. Please consider what team you might want to join – it’s a great 
way to get to know people! Volunteers are needed for set-up & clean-up teams, baking 

teams, tea-room servers, lunch shoppe helpers, and so much more. Fill out one of the 
green half-sheets in the Ada Webb Room to join a team and be a part of the Celtic Faire. 

If you have any questions, please contact Liz Herriges. (lizherriges@gmail.com) 
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Celebrate Celtic Faire at our annual Sunday evening Celtic dinner and auction, October 20th 

with a unique and delicious Scots-themed meal and a fun auction that provides the church 

with funds to sustain our mission. Items range in price from $1 to $1,000. Currently, we are 

busy seeking the donation of items. A few great items have already been donated, but we 

need more. Please consider donating something. Popular items have been: Food and wine; 

homemade items; Services (photography); Baskets (wine, coffee, etc.); Experiences (dinners, 

wine tasting, etc.) Donate forms are available in the Ada Webb room (or email Kristina with 

your donation information). 

Mòran taing (Celtic for ‘Thank you very much’),  

Kristina Younger, Celtic Faire Auction Chair  

call/text: 360.674.6423 or email: Madrona1415@hotmail.com 

 

Tickets are for sale for the dinner in October after the 8 am and 10am services or drop by the 

church during office hours 

Celtic Faire Dinner and Auction—by Kristina Younger 

Scottish dancing—great fun for all ages! 

Riley Girard entertaining us with 

his drumming. 

mailto:Madrona1415@hotmail.com
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 This fall and into the new year the Endowment Committee will be reminding          

parishioners of the importance of “Getting Their House in Order”.  As stated in the Book         

of Common Prayer: 

 The Minister of the Congregation is directed to instruct the people, from time to time, 
about the duty of Christian parents to make prudent provision for the well‑being of 
their families, and of all persons to make wills, while they are in health, arranging for 
the disposal of their temporal goods, not neglecting, if they are able, to leave bequests 

for religious and charitable uses. 

 It is important for all of us to make our personal, spiritual, medical, and legal wishes 
known.  Documents needed to get our affairs in order may include wills, health care        

directives/organ donation, celebration of life wishes, and bequests for family, religious, 
and charitable uses.  Additionally, insurance policies, marriage and birth certificates, bank 
accounts, investments, and any additional records or information others would need in the 

event of our death or incapacitation should be recorded and made available to our loved 

ones when needed. 

 To aid in this endeavor the Endowment Committee will be providing opportunities 

and resources to parishioners to tackle what may seem like a daunting task.  Documents      
currently available include the Five Wishes workbook produced by Aging with Dignity some 

are already familiar with that focuses on health care decisions and the                                   
Life Planning Manual provided by the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia.  Both are available by 

request in the church office.   

 Throughout the coming year the committee hopes to offer opportunities for more        
in-depth resources and perhaps some “how to” workshops. Currently under consideration 

are a wills workshop and a workshop on document organization. 

 What we would really appreciate are your suggestions on further activities that 

would assist you and your family to prepare for the future.  You can contact any member 

of this committee, Angie Barr, Wynn Hoffman, Margo Fleshman and Fr. Martin. 

High Tea goodies!!! 
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 Next month, we as a congregation will be considering and praying about our pledges for        
St. Andrew’s in 2020.  Some may not be aware of our budget – income and expenses – and how  
St. Andrew’s manages our pledges and programs. 

 Each year our Stewardship Committee presents a narrative budget brochure that breaks 
down our spending among the following categories:  Worship, Mission& Outreach, Christian        
formation, Ministry Support, and Facility Expenses.  In 2019, our spending on these 5 categories 
is respectively:  21%, 33%, 14%, 24% and 8%.  That brochure will be presented again next month.  
Staff costs are allocated among those 5 categories. 

 Here is a general overview of our 2019 Parish Budget by line items.  Our income is about 
$305,000.  88% of that income is given by St. Andrew’s members as annual pledges.  (We           
currently have 92 pledging households.)  The rest is from Plate Offerings, net Fundraising,          
Building Use, and Special Offerings. 

 We tithe 10% of our income for Community Outreach – about $30,500.  These funds are 
given through our Community Outreach committee for those in need locally and internationally, 
for St. Andrew’s scholarships, and to support theological education for future Episcopal leaders. 

 We also contribute 14.5% of our net income for the ministries of our diocese locally and        
beyond.  (That % has been declining in recent years as our diocese becomes less centralized.) 

 Personnel costs make up 61% of our spending.  Our current staff consists of one full-time 
priest with health and retirement benefits.  That salary and benefits package (the rector pays part 
of the health insurance for his family) are set by the diocesan convention each year.  Our Music 
Director is a 3/8 time position (15 hours/week).  Our parish Secretary works 13 hours/week.  Our 
Bookkeeper and Nursery Attendant each work 2 hours/week.  We are seeking a Family, children, 
Youth and younger Adult Pastor/Coordinator at 6 hours/week.  That comprises our paid staff, 
who each work faithfully and diligently beyond what we can pay them. 

 Our office and administrative expenses make up 12% of our budget.  These include $11,500 
for Utilities, $6,000 for copier rental (which folds, staples and so lessens staff hours), insurance, 
Janitorial, building Maintenance, etc. 

 Financial support for our ministry programs (beyond the work of the staff) for Music, Altar 
Guild, Children and Youth, Fellowship, Pastoral Expenses, and other programs are another 
$10,500. 

 Our 2019 budget as approved by the Vestry has a surplus of 1%, or $3,520.  The complete 
budget is printed in the Annual Report, and monthly financial statements are posted in the Ada 
Webb room. 

 It is important for our congregation to know how our offerings are used, how lean our 
budget is, and how carefully our resources are managed. 

 St. Andrew’s is a blessed congregation.  Our God blesses us abundantly, both as a parish 
and in all of our own lives and households.  As we grow in recognizing the abundance of our lives, 
of what we are given by God and entrusted to manage as God’s stewards, we can offer more of our 
abundance for God’s work, including through St. Andrew’s.  As our giving increases, both in our 
own sharing and as our congregation increases, we can look forward to increasing our support for 
our Music, Family, Outreach and other ministries. 

 Please share any questions or thoughts about our budget and stewardship with me,             
Treasurer Bill Brice, or any Vestry member. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 10:30am AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45pm AA  

2 Noon Eucharist 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir 

 

4 

 

5 

7am SA 

 

6  8/10 Holy 

Eucharist 
 

Blessing of the              

Animals 
 

11:30am Way of Love 
 

2-8pm Community 

Event downstairs 

7 

1pm Bible Study 

6pm AA Meeting 

6pm Al-Anon    

Meeting 

7pm Way of Love 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

 

8 

 10:30am AA 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45pm AA  

 

9 Noon Eucharist 

 

 

10 

 

9:30am-2pm Baking 

for High Tea at 

Neighborhood 

Church 

7pm Glory and Praise 

Choir 

11 

 

10am-2pm 

Weaver’s Guild 

12 

7am SA  

 

9:30am-4:30pm 

Weaver’s Guild            

workshop 

 

Baking for Bake 

Shoppe location tbd 

13 8/10 Holy 

Eucharist  

 

11:30am Way of Love 

 

Noon Celtic Faire 

Baking 

 

 

14 

1pm Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Way of Love 

 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

15 

10:30am AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45pm AA 

16 Noon Eucharist 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir 

18                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celtic Faire set up 

19 

 7am SA  

10am-4pm Celtic 

Faire 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 8/10 Holy Eucharist 
 

11:30am Daughters of 

the King 
 

3:30pm Spirituality 

Workshop 
 

5:00pm Celtic Faire 

Dinner 

21 
 

 

1pm Bible Study 

6pm AA Meeting 

6pm Al-Anon    

Meeting 
 

 

 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

22 

10:30am AA 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45pm AA 

 

 

23 

Noon  Eucharist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir 

25 

 

  

 

 

 

26 

7am SA  

 

 

 

27 

8/10 Holy Eucharist 

 

 

11:30am Way of Love 

 

 

 

 

28 

1pm Bible Study 

 

 

7:00pm Way of Love 

 

 

7:30pm Men’s          

Al-Anon 

29 

10:30am AA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45pm AA 

30 

Noon  Eucharist 

 

 

 

 

5-7pm Jackson Street 

Food Bank 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir 

  

       

October, 2019 
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October Birthdays 

October Anniversaries 

1 Bill Abbott 

2 Skip Broadhead 
4 Sue Lester 

 Greg Gaub 
8 Eve Yabroff 

9 Ingrid Gaub 
15 Jeffrey Boyce 

 Chuck Bonet 
 Matthew Moravec 

16 Stan Liebenberg 

17 Susan Rowe 
 Courtney Rainer 

20 Art Anderson 

 Jim Ball 

21 Ann Morgan 
23 Sarah Yabroff Glas 

24 Brian Burdick 

 David Dodson 

 Geri Schlosser 

25 Berna Moody 

27 Sean Moody 

28 Aidan Colbert 

29 Halley Egnew 

Chuck and Terry Bonet 10-29 

Presentation of the Haggis! 
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  

                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. 

St. Andrew’s 

Vestry Members 

Carol Baarsma 

Victoria Dodson 

Tom Egnew 

Liz Herriges, Senior Warden 

Judy Nelson 

Don Ramage, Junior Warden 

Ken Rhodes 

Jessica Richards 

Kristina Younger, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 

The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 

The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 

Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 

Matthew Moravec, Sunday School                                     
 Administrator 

 

Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 

 

 

 

* 

Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


