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A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Continued on next page 

Dear Friends, 

 Next week is Holy Week, and whether we are together in body 
or simply together in spirit, we shall remember Jesus’ Passion, his 
love and suffering for us and with us, his dying on the Cross, and his 
rising to new life.  Easter will come, regardless of this pandemic, 
whether we are gathered in church or staying at home.  Our Chris-
tian faith goes beyond and sustains us in the midst of all things, in-
cluding this coronavirus.  (I find no conditions in the Creeds or any-
where in the Book of Common Prayer that say our faith shall be over-
come by any pandemic or disaster.) 

 These are unprecedented times, and we are finding our ways 
through it.  We will have a Palm Sunday service at St. Andrew’s 
which you can either share “live” at 10 am Sunday or watch the re-
cording.  I will let you know by email and will post on our website 
how it will be available. 

 We will send out at-home liturgies to observe Maundy Thurs-
day and Good Friday for you to use.  St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle 
and other churches will also offer life-stream and recorded services 
during holy Week.  And we hope to live-stream our Easter Sunday 
service at St. Andrew’s. 
 This stay-at-home time is our new normal; it will end, but we 
do not know when.  I am finding this time very hard, as I know many 
of you are also.  Be gentle with yourself and with those around you, 
and especially be supportive of those who are going out to offer es-
sential services, to care directly for our community.   

 Now is a good time to take on some simple practices to nurture 
your spiritual life – turning to God, reading the Gospels, praying, 
worship, blessing others, reaching out to friends and family, and 
resting.  Simple practices can become daily habits and will help sus-
tain us as the crisis continues and spreads.  

 God is with everyone of us, with unconditional love and the 
grace we need to live each day – each moment – well.  Our spiritual 
practices can help us be aware of God, beyond the anxieties and the 
news cycles that may otherwise overwhelm us. 

 Our ministries continue.  St. Andrew’s members are calling one 
another – please contact me by phone or email if you feel missed.  I 
am sending emails at least twice a week.  If you are not receiving 
them, or do not have access to a computer, please let me know, and 
we will work something out.   
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Our Vestry is meeting by Zoom.  Our staff continues to work as they are able.  Pledges 
and offerings can be mailed to the Church, or you can go to our website and at the very 
bottom of the home page, click on “others ways to give” and follow the instructions to    
create your profile.  You can make one-time contributions or set up regular giving from 
your checking account (no fee) or a debit/credit card (small service fee).   

 Long-time member Vera Heritage died on March 28, peacefully at home at the age of 
almost 96.  I will lead her graveside service this Friday with her immediate family, and we 
shall have a Celebration of her life when we can gather together. 

 Here is a prayer from Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book (Forward Movement, 2014) which 
reminds us that while we are not gathering physically in church, we can open our hearts 
and lives to Jesus wherever we are. 

 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church 

where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, 

(and remembering particularly my own parish and those worshiping there), I long to 
offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for 
the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of 

grace and the hope of glory, and particularly for the blessings given me [...] 

 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this 
time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you 
and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let nothing separate me 
from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 

kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

 

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wis-
dom and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of 
your holiness; and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile 
power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

   Yours in Christ, 

  Martin 
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 February 2019 was the start of the year for St. Andrews vestry.  We held our first meeting, 

and began the process of forming a new working team.  Our focus, as I see it, is on supporting 

our mission “To know Christ and to make Christ known”, supporting our minister, Father     
Martin, and overseeing the business of operating the church in accordance with our mission.  

But what did that look like in 2019, my first year on the vestry? 

 Under the expert guidance of Liz Herriges, our senior warden,  the vestry held the March 

retreat and identified three priorities for the year:  the ministry for youth and families, steward-

ship in all its variations and the challenging, ongoing work of the kitchen remodel committee. The 

overarching theme for these priorities was that of increased communication; not only talking and 

being transparent about what the vestry was working on, but the more difficult task of listening 

with an open mind and heart to one another and to every member of our parish community. We 

were determined to practice being a welcoming community...something Father Martin stresses 

before every communion service. 

 The vestry regularly asked ourselves how our work was supporting our mission, and as I 

listened to the sermons and read epistles at 8am service, I was struck by how often God asks us 

to listen…..to His word and to Jesus’ teachings.  That by listening we would hear what God 
wanted us to focus on. How did that translate into the day to day work of the vestry in 2019? 

 The vestry established a schedule for priority reviews and identified ways to share what 

was being worked on or completed, and our senior warden held us accountable.  We, as a group, 

committed to including an article in the monthly Tartan about thoughts each of us were working 

on or struck by because of our work.  We also started a quarterly “Chat with your vestry” 
whereby at least two vestry members made themselves available to meet with members of the 

congregation after service.  Our task was to listen and communicate….hear the concerns and 
ideas of our fellow parishioners and answer any questions about ongoing vestry work as possible. 

(Turns out sometimes we didn’t know all the answers but we vowed to find out what we could 
and share). We had some success…..members came and chatted with the vestry so this practice 
will continue, as will the Tartan articles (although I apologize for not getting this article in for 

March but a freak accident temporarily derailed me).  The youth and family committee learned 

that families with young children were concerned their kids were too noisy and distracted to 

bring to services, so they created the very popular busy boxes to help families know everyone, in-

cluding busy children, are always welcome.  The new website was launched and it is easy, attrac-

tive, informative, current and welcoming.  I hope you’ve had the opportunity to poke around.  
Other projects included the completion and adoption of St Andrews personnel policy and the 

beautification of the sidewalk area on Jackson Street along with weeding and pruning (an ongo-

ing project as every gardener knows).  I’m sure I’ve missed many other acts of communication, 
but the 2019 vestry made a good start. 

 So now on to 2020.   Using the strategies set down last year we will continue to focus on 

communication to ensure all our members have a chance to be heard and listened to with regard 

to the work of the vestry.   I am excited to be serving as senior warden this year which , to me, 

means listening even more. Knowing Christ is a lifelong task that we do individually and together.  

Listening is a critical piece of knowing Him.  If I listen with a more open mind and heart, I will 

hear what God has to say to me and be a better steward of His work.  Please feel free to share 

your thoughts, concerns and comments with me, and any other member of your vestry…...we are 
all in this together. 

Vestry Viewpoint—by Judy Nelson, Senior Warden 



 

 

4 St. Andrew’s Scholarships—by Judy Nelson 

 The Outreach Committee is pleased to offer educational scholarships.  Scholarships 
may range in amount from $100 to $1,000, and are awarded annually.  Any currently           
enrolled or potential student is eligible to apply (or reapply).  Classes may be for high 
school, college, vocational school, continuing education, re-training or additional                  
degrees.  Priority will be given to the St. Andrew’s community.  Application packets are 
available online, and in the church office.   The application form is available online at:                                     

(https://saintandrewstacoma.org/we-serve/#outreach).   

 Each application must be completed according to the instructions contained inside 
the packets or they will be disqualified.  APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY APRIL 10, 2020. 

 Please note:  Incomplete packets, or packets received after the deadline will NOT be 
considered for funding.  All information provided to the committee will be held in strictest 
confidence and will not be released without specific written permission from the                 
applicant. Successful applicants will be notified in May, 2020 and dispersed starting in 
June, 2020 for educational programs taking place between June, 2020 and May, 2021. 

Blessings from Bill and Linda Brice  

 As Fr. Martin has said, these are interesting times. I wake up in the morning and 
wonder if this virus is a dream and then realize, no, our world has changed.  And with 
those changes, we also must change. 

 We in the Brice household are doing fine.  We have each created some space for 
ourselves and try to stay on a somewhat regular schedule of reading, weeding in the        
garden and cleaning out closets and drawers*.  Bill also spends time putting together 
puzzles and I take long walks and write letters to far away family and friends. 

 I have learned to use Zoom (an internet meeting place) to talk to friends. This week 
I purchased groceries online and did fine, except I accidently ordered a HUGE carton of 
strawberry yogurt.  Hope the “shelter in place” doesn’t last as long as the yogurt. 
 Of course we will miss being together for our family Easter dinner and all mystery 
of Holy Week and our wonderful Easter service.   But just a reminder from a Facebook 
friend  “Even though we are quarantined and can’t go to church—CHRIST WILL RISE!! 
HALLELUIA!! 

 Stay strong and stay home so we don’t get infected or infect someone else. 
Peace to all. 

*Now that you have LOTS of time at home…why not clean out all that jewelry that you no 
longer need or want?!? Celtic Faire will be here sooner that we think.  

Blessings from Judy and Don White:  We are well and maintaining isolation. We 

send our love and encouragement to all who read this. Thanks be to God for the peo-

ple of St Andrew’s Church, Father Martin and Father Ed we miss you all. We would 
also like to announce the birth of Gabriella Gardner, our 3rd Great-granddaughter. 

Greetings from parishioners 

https://saintandrewstacoma.org/we-serve/#outreach
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 I pray that this message finds you in good health and discovering new ways of being 
connected with one another in the midst of this coronavirus. Dave and I are well, though 
praying fervently for John, Katie and Sienna since Katie, an emergency room nurse, is on 
the front lines of the coronavirus battle. We hear her cry for Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) – even masks – and for ventilators.  

 if you’re like me, you’re struggling to comprehend all that is happening. News          
reports unfold so quickly, describing the widespread suffering that this insidious illness is 
causing as it isolates us from one another, eats away at our usual ways of life, and drains 
our economic resources.  

 In the midst of such upheaval, it is so unsettling not to have our faith community 
close at hand. Closing our doors to worship and all ministry – including our 12-step 
groups – seems so un-churchlike, especially since it wasn’t that long ago that our byword 
was “Rise! Renew! rejoice! Opening our doors to all!” And yet, I appreciate how we are          
protecting one another with our closed doors. We are protecting the most vulnerable 
among us, those who are most susceptible to the devastating consequences of COVID-19. 
We are doing our part to contain the virus’s spread. 
 As disruptive as it is, staying at home has also shined a light on aspects of daily life 
that I find truly important and life-giving. It has helped me reflect on the importance of  
relationships and the mutual joy that reaching out brings. I’m embracing the gift of            
slowing down and paying attention to my surroundings. We enjoy talking from our new 
porch with young neighbors who offer to shop for us and whose children’s chatter and 
sidewalk chalk art bring joy into otherwise dark places. I’ve also found deeper consolation 
in regular prayer, and a deeper sense of gratitude for the many blessings that God has 
given me.  

 And most of all, despite the fear of and anxiety about the unknown, I have hope. I 
have hope in God as Easter approaches. Although Easter 2020 won’t look like the Easter 
we’ve come to expect, Easter will indeed come. This year I pray that instead of preparing 
our churches for Easter, we prepare our hearts to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. And I 
pray that on Easter Day, as we acclaim, “Alleluia, Christ is Risen!” from the shelter of our 
homes, we truly feel Christ’s resurrection creating us anew.  

Dear Friends in Christ—by Pam Tinsley 

Due to the current situation with the Covid-19 outbreak, and the difficulties of getting 
food to those who need it in larger quantities than ever before, Nourish Pierce County has 
decided to temporarily close the Jackson Street Food Bank.  They are consolidating         
services to the food banks that are open more days a month.  We will do everything in our 
power to reopen as soon as possible once this emergency situation is over.  We have been 
told by Nourish Pierce County that this is only a temporary closure.  It is quite possible 
that we will not be open on April 29.  We would appreciate financial donations, rather 
than food, at this time.   We will notify the congregation as soon as we know our                 
re-opening date.  To see if we are open before coming to the food bank, please go 
to https://www.efoodnet.org/resources/food-banks/ and look for Jackson Street Nourish 
Pierce County.  If the marker on the map is green, then we are open, and if it is red, then 
we are still closed. 

Update on Jackson Street Food Bank—by Virginia Gaub 

https://www.efoodnet.org/resources/food-banks/
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“Be not afraid, I go before you always. Come follow me, and I will give you rest.”   
                                —Robert J Dufford, SJ 

 The first Sunday without church, March 15th, Jeffrey and I watched the                               
National Cathedral service on the computer. Bishop Curry sang “Jesus Loves Me” from 
his remote access and it filled me with comfort. Since then the above song has been        
drifting in and out of my mind. In this time of uncertainty I’d like to share a few things I 
know to be certain.  

 First - social networks are vital. I like to use code words because during times of 
stress I often cannot express myself eloquently. If my daughter sends me a “busy?” text, it 
means she is asking if I am available to talk on the phone. If I send Jeffrey a “tell me 
something good” text it means that my anxiety is getting the best of me and I need a          
reality check. I encourage you to reach out to those that make you feel better. Or share 
some joy with another.  

 Next - anxiety, fear, loneliness, even pain are not emergencies. They will certainly 
cause us distress and we want it to immediately end, but there are many things we can 
do to alleviate them. Call someone. Do an activity that forces you to take a few deep 
breaths. Pray. Ponder what our pioneer ancestors would have done. It is sad that due to 
access and or ignorance our emergency rooms have become the catch-all safety net. This 
is NOT somewhere any of us wants to be during this virus crisis.  

 Finally -  healthcare workers know what they’re doing. We train for this. We                
expected it. We are in the hospitals because we want to be. The best way you can support 
us is to stay home, be smart, take care of each other, and keep us in your prayers. In 
closing, I’d like to share a poem. May we all be together again soon. 
 

And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and 

made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened 

more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And 

the people began to think differently. 

And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous,                   

mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their 

losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live 

and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed.   —Kitty O’Meara 

Parish Nurse—Mary Boyce. RN, BSN 
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Connecting Callers—by Mary Boyce 

 Within days of hearing that we may not gather in person for a period of time, 
many of us started brain-storming how to remain connected. A new phone tree was 
born. Twenty of our fellow St. Andrew’s parishioners have stepped forward and volun-
teered to be Call Connectors. Each person has 5 people on his or her list to call.        
Fellowship through the phone is different, and takes some getting used to or recalling, 
but has proved to be very heartwarming. I’ve heard over and over general appreciation 
for the time these folks have taken out of his or her day just to say hello. Some of us are 
“meeting” each other for the first time, which has been fun.  Of course we’re asking how 
each other is, both physically and mentally, and if the receiver has a need or may have 
anything to share.  

 It’s been a great test run for our latest directory. We’ve found a couple of          
disconnected or incorrect numbers, so if you have not heard from anyone please call the 
church, 253-564-4402, Fr. Martin’s cell phone 253-225-5128, or me (Mary Boyce 360-
271-2020). The church has been connecting through Fr. Martin’s twice weekly email 
updates, through our website, Facebook, and streamed worship services, so we have 
been especially interested to see if everyone has internet access. Again, if this some 
thing that we can help you with, please call. I am very appreciative of The Daughters of 
the King who have not only maintained their ever present prayers but have also volun-
teered to send out cards and printed emails to our home bound parishioners.  

 If you have a specific prayer request please contact Pam Tinsley, 253-906-0623. 
We also have a Prayer Chain via email. If you’d like prayer - especially urgent prayer - 
email them to Margo Fleshman at fleshman@harbornet.com. Or contact Margo if you 
would like to be part of the prayer chain. Fellow Pilgrims, this Lenten journey has been 
unexpected but oh so rewarding. Grace and gratitude abounds as we all work together 
to forge a new normal. Keep connecting! 

mailto:fleshman@harbornet.com
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Junior Warden—by Tom Egnew 

 We are living in interesting, if not frightening, times. The outbreak of COVID-19 
has impacted all of us, pulling us out of those daily routines that provided a sense of 
safety, security and normalcy to our lives. The sources for anxiety are many—personal 
health and the health of our loved ones, economic security, isolation, the loss of            
stress-relieving activities—and the total effect may be experienced as a crisis wrought by 
this virus that started in China. Ironically, the Chinese symbol for “Crisis” is a                    
combination of their symbols for “Danger” and “Opportunity”. Perhaps it is a genetic          
imprint for survival that we tend to focus on the dangers of a crisis, but are 
there opportunities in the current predicament for us as the community of St. Andrew’s? 

 We are in the liturgical season of Lent, traditionally a time of reflection. Jesus 
modeled reflection when, after his baptism, the Spirit called him into the desert where he 
meditated and was tested (Matthew 4:1-11). Likewise, social distancing is forcing us to 
retreat from the many activities which otherwise distract us from reflection. Perhaps we 
can use this time to meditate upon our relationships with God, ourselves and each 
other. In my anxieties about our situation, I find many of the temptations Jesus faced: 
Will I be able to get the physical necessities for my family? Will we be safe from the          
virus? Have I saved enough for retirement to withstand the economic downturn? Jesus 
also faced these tests about sustenance, physical security, and worldly power. He           
answered by steadfastly placing his trust in God. Can we do the same? Can we use this 
time of trial to deepen our faith and strengthen community? 
 We can’t control this virus, but, as a community, there are things we can do. We 
are a people of prayer and we can pray. Some of us have experimented with collaborating 
for evening prayer via speaker phone. Despite some glitches, there was a definite sense 
of community as we prayed together. We can call or use other electronic media to           
contact each other, especially those living alone, to see how folks are doing and decrease 
their isolation. For those who are particularly vulnerable to the virus, those at less risk 
can bring them groceries and other necessities. Just as  the virus is novel, we can find 
novel ways to connect and build community. 
 With current precautions in place, the Vestry will be meeting via video-
conferencing. While we are not having services and passing collection plates, it will be 
helpful to mail pledges if you can. Some of our expenses are fixed and don’t know about 
a virus, so bills will need to be paid. For the immediate future, we will be concentrating 
on maintaining stability within the parish. But as the year rolls out, we will be exploring 
the directions the parish wishes to pursue as we reflect on what it means to know Christ 
and make Christ known in this volatile world in which we live. 
 As we journey in this time of uncertainty, let us be comforted by the Prayer of St. 
Brendan: 
 
“Help me to journey beyond the familiar and into the unknown. Give me the faith to leave 
old ways and break fresh ground with You. Christ of the mysteries, I trust You to be 

stronger than each storm within me. I will trust in the darkness and know that my times, 

even now, are in Your hand. Tune my spirit to the music of heaven, and, somehow, make 

my obedience count for You.” 
Amen. 
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      During these times of troubles, please remember that Jesus loves us all and is  
walking with each of us. Unfortunately, Covid-19 has crept into the unsheltered              
population in Tacoma. So far, only four have been found to have Covid-19 at this writing. 
A major hub for the unsheltered and some low income is Nativity House which is run by 
Catholic Community Services and many volunteers (CCS). It has been shut down. I am a 
volunteer Chaplain there. Although I haven’t been there since early January. Nativity 
House provides three meals a day for many unsheltered people and some low income. 
They also run a 75 bed shelter each night. The meals now are sandwiches being donated 
by some Churches and individuals. The shelter is shut down. Shannon Cline is the              
Volunteer Coordinator at Nativity House. There is a large need for to go: soup and sand-
wich containers, plastic utensils, and paper napkins. They currently have four sites that 
rely on the kitchen at Nativity House that is running short staffed. 165 people are housed 
at Nativity House. There is also Family Housing Network, the Tent City Mitigation site of 
about 95 People, and an apartment house recently put together for unsheltered elderly 
people.  

       The Tacoma Rescue Mission has reported one case of Covid-19. There is still a need 
for volunteers to help in various areas. I have had a conversation with the Volunteer            
Coordinator Desniege Robison. She informed me that there is a need. They have a         
requirement of no one over 65yrs old, and no one with an underlying health condition 
that would put them at risk. She can be reached at: 

desnieger@trm.org, or 253-383-4493 (1152). 

      Seafarers Mission is a Diocesan Ministry. There is an ongoing need for ditty bags and 
knit hats. As we are all hunkering down to avoid the contagion, sewing, knitting, or             
croqueting can keep idle hands doing something that is needed. When this crisis is over, I 
will deliver what we have made.  

      St Andrews, Jackson Street Foodbank was successful, with many hands                 
participating. 70 families were provided food to help them through the month. This      
ministry will likely be shut down in April, and hopefully be started again in May. This is a 
needed ministry that will never go away. There are many hungry children each night in 
Pierce County. We can all help through Jackson Street Foodbank. Volunteering is     
beneficial; many hands will be needed.  

      This is the great unknown. We do not know how long Covid-19 will be affecting our 
ability to congregate. As an extravert, I am struggling not being around people. Please stay 
in touch with each other. We are a good community, we need each other, let us look to 
each other. 

        

Benevolent Corner—Jeffrey Boyce, Missioner for Homeless Ministries 

mailto:desnieger@trm.org
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Hope: A Pastoral Letter from Bishop Rickel 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

—Romans 8:6 
 Today is my son’s 24th birthday. He lives in New Orleans, which has become one of the 
COVID-19 hotspots right now. Several weeks ago, and for months before that, we had planned to 
leave today to be in New Orleans for his birthday and to spend the weekend with him. Of course, 
all of that has changed. And that is a reality for all of us. Many, many things have changed and 
continue to every day. For our planet, and for its inhabitants, this is one of the greatest challenges 
of our lifetimes. There is great uncertainty about so much. 
 And in many ways, we feel in exile. Adrift a bit. That is not a comforting feeling. What we 
know is scary, what we don’t know even scarier. And yet, even in isolated exile, we are not alone. 
It’s apparent now that our Holy Week and Easter Day will need to be virtual and not face-to-face. 
Yes, that is a huge loss for us. It will be mightily different. But hear me, please. Nothing can stop 
Easter. Nothing. It is coming, virus or not, packed churches or empty ones. No matter what, it is 
coming. That is actually the whole point of Easter in the first place, Jesus risen from the dead, and 
through that, complete victory over death. This virus, nor nothing else, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 In my sermon this past Sunday, as I contemplated Psalm 23, I said these words:  
 

My fellow followers. God is right here, even if we all can’t be. God is right with you, God is with 
everyone suffering with this, and even with those selfishly ignoring all of this. 
You and I may not get to share communion right now, but in God, we are in communion. Even 
separated we are communion… Coming here was and will be again a great blessing, and now 
we might even say a luxury. We will certainly relish it when we can be here again, but no 
space, no symbol, no ritual, no manual act done perfectly, or not done at all, no theology or ec-
clesiology will ever make us be loved one bit more, or less by God. Wherever we are, together, or 
separate, surrounding this table, or surrounding the world, God is in the midst of us, loving us. 
 

 And I believe all of it. As Paul’s Letter to the Romans reminds us this Sunday, we are people 
of the Spirit, not of the flesh, and yet the flesh is not completely negated by that reality. We still live 
our very real, “fleshy” lives. We are certainly doing that now. But, as people of the Spirit, we have 
hope beyond this earthly life of the flesh. 
 As Mayor Durkan of Seattle reminded me yesterday in a interview she gave, “Hope is not an 
action.” I thought that line sounded a bit strange, but the more I thought about it, the more it 
really resonates with me, “Hope is not an action.” 
 Hopelessness is where we sit on the curb, with our head in our hands, and we give up. We 
are immobilized, we don’t move. We could just as easily sit on the curb, with our head in our 
hands, and say we are hopeful, and still not move. Hope is a concept, a feeling, an aspiration, but 
it it not, in and of itself, an action. As I reflected on this more, I believe from hope comes action. 
And without that second part, no hope can be realized. It might be hopeful to simply state, “Oh, 
this virus will pass. It will just sweep right through us and be gone.” That is perhaps hope, or a 
whole lot of wishful thinking, but those words are not going to make this virus disappear. 
 Our call to action right now is a hopeful call. We can flatten the curve. We can spread out 
the pain and loss, instead of adding to the pain and loss. That is our hope, To realize that hope, we 
have to act. And the action we need to take right now is so foreign to us, both as Americans and as 
Christians. For us, action means going, doing, being with others, walking closely, along side. And 
yet this enemy needs the exact opposite from us. The only antidote we have, the only weapon 
against this enemy, is separation. Please abide by it. We need each other right now, but our need is 
to be separated, as much of a sacrifice as that is. Every single contact is a potential for continued 
spread. Every one. I am urging you to take every one seriously, for with every one we not only put 
ourselves and those we love, but all others, especially those on the front lines, nurses, doctors, 
EMTs, allied health professionals, chaplains, more at risk. Our role is simple, stay home, stay 
apart, say your prayers, and continue, as you can, to give. If you have not lost your income, and 
you still can, please give, to your church, to those agencies helping on the front lines, to any we  
can, as much as we can.     (continued next page)  
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1 April Wallace 
3 Halley Morton 
4 Alex Parsons 
11 Holli Greer 
12 Mary Boyce 
 Sandy Dick 
 Diane Stefanko 
 Abigael Wilhite 
15 Tino Maccarrone 
 Ed Wolfer 
18 Bill Baarsma 
19 Carol Gurulé 
 Joe Peer 
22 Lynn Nelson 
23 Doug Strausbaugh 
27 Annika Jeffers 
29 Rebecca Nalunkuuma 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

4-9-1960 Bill and Helen Abbott 

4-20-1963 Rudy and Carol Gurulé 

4-21-2001 Kurt and Cynthia Johnson 

4-23-1960 Wayne and Peggy Nelson 

4-11-1978 Michael and Janet Taft 

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL CHANGES 

Jim Ball—new room number   Room #206 

Maggie Burdick—corrected email  contact the church office 

Susan Rowe—new cell phone number contact the church office 

Gurule phone number is area code 503, not 253 

(Bishop Rickel’s pastoral letter—continued) 
 
 I am hopeful. Very hopeful. I believe in the God of Love and through that Love I know all 
matter of things shall be well, and I also firmly believe that hope alone is not an action, but that 
out of hope, comes action. Let’s be what we profess to be, in all the times we are together, the peo-
ple of the Spirit, people of hope, people of action, people of care for others, those we know, and 
those we don’t. Because Paul was right, and is right now, “to set our minds on the flesh is death, 
but to set our minds on the Spirit, is life and peace.” 
 I am so grateful, and truly inspired, by all that you are doing, for the creative ways you are 
staying connected, and being the Body of Christ, even in separation and isolation. Thank you. I am 
so blessed to be in this ministry, at this time, with all of you. 
 Faithfully, 
 Bishop Rickel 
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  
                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. St. Andrew’s 

Vestry Members 

Carol Baarsma 

Giorah Bour, Clerk of the Vestry 

Maggie Burdick 

Kendall Burch 

John Cain 

Tom Egnew, Junior Warden 

Judy Nelson, Senior Warden 

Ken Rhodes 

Jessica Richards 

 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 
The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 
The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 
Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 
Matthew Moravec, Sunday School                                 
 Administrator 
Mary Boyce, RN, BSN, Parish Nurse 
Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 
 
 

* 

Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


