
 

 

August  2020 

A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Dear Friends, 
 

It is a blessing to have nice weather to enjoy – fresh air is a gift 

in these socially distanced days.  Remembering to breathe, to pray 
informally, to do what nurtures your soul – these are blessings even 

when the pandemic goes on and on without an end in sight.  Our 
Sunday readings lately from Romans, chapter 8, speak of the Spirit 
moving in our lives beyond our recognition at times (with sighs too 

deep for words), bringing to birth the blessings God has for us, even 
though labor and waiting are difficult.  Remember, dear St. Andrew’s 

community, that we are in this together. 

 While our church building remains closed, St. Andrew’s is  
definitely open!  Live-stream worship, every other week get-togethers 

on Sunday outdoors at 11:30 am,  regular Parish Update emails to 
ponder, Zoom Bible Study, phone calls and notes, and all our 
prayers and the ways we serve day by day where we are as baptized 

Christians.  I also want to say that I am available to meet with you – 
socially distanced – here at Church by appointment, or to talk by 

phone about anything on your mind or heart.  Please call or email to 

set a time to talk. 

 On Sunday, August 9, with the help of our Re-gathering in 

Worship Committee, we will have an outdoor worship service here at 
St. Andrew’s!  Morning Prayer with Glory and Praise offering music.  

Wear your masks and join together if that is comfortable for you. 

 Please complete the parish survey on our re-gathering – online 
on our website or on paper in this Tartan.  We need all our input and 

prayers and discernment on how to serve God in these strange times. 

 Finally, Fr. Jim Warnock is now licensed to officiate in the  
Diocese of Olympia, so I am officially welcoming him as an Associate 

Priest at St. Andrew’s.  He is retired and will not receive a stipend, 
and will complement the continuing ministries of Fr. Ed, Pam 

Tinsley, Jeffrey Boyce and all the ministers of St. Andrew’s. 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below;  

Praise God above ye heavenly host:   

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.      (Hymnal, #380) 

  Martin+ 
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Living God’s Mission —by  Pam Tinsley 

 

 Teresa of Avila’s “Christ has no body now on earth but yours” is one of my favorite 
prayers. For me the prayer captures how we are to live our lives and embodies the  

promises we make at baptism. One of those promises is to seek and serve Christ in all 
persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves. The prayer — and our baptismal promises, 
which may be found on pages 304-305 of The Book of Common Prayer — remind us that 

our most important ministry takes place in the midst of our daily lives, outside the walls 

of our church building.  
 

 I am a member of and blogger for Episcopalians on Baptismal Mission (EBM),   

comprised of lay and clergy persons. Founding members Fletcher Lowe and Demi           
Prentiss co-authored Radical Sending, which challenges the church to re-envision how it 

equips faithful disciples for ministry in daily life. Through regular blog posts at           
LivingGodsMission.org, EBM offers encouragement and resources for discovering God at 
work in everyday life – at the office, at school, at home with family, with friends, and 

even on the soccer field sidelines. We invite our fellow Christians to see their daily lives 
as commissioned by their baptism, sent into the world to live as faithful followers of            

Jesus. In other words, following Jesus goes beyond worship, to walking the talk 24/7. 
 

 I invite you to visit our blog posts and sign up at www.livinggodsmission.org to   
receive them via e-mail – no more than once weekly. And if you have any questions, I’d 

love to chat with you! 

 

Christ has no body but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which He looks 

compassion on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good, 

Yours are the hands, with which He blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 

Yours are the eyes, you are His body. 

Christ has no body now but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

compassion on this world. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

— St. Teresa of Ávila (attributed) 

 

 

http://www.livinggodsmission.org
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When will we re-gather for worship?—by Pam Tinsley 

When will we re-gather for worship? 

 Throughout the past five months of the coronavirus pandemic, one thing has been    
consistent: change. As Pierce County entered Phase 2, St. Andrew’s Re-gathering in Worship 

Committee — Fr. Martin, Sr. Warden Judy Nelson, Parish Nurse Mary Boyce, Linda Brice, 
Patty Mannie, and Pam Tinsley — began meeting via Zoom to develop protocols for opening 
our doors for worship. We met three times, and quickly confirmed that, with regard to this 

new coronavirus, things that may have been true one day sometimes change as soon as the 
next! As much as we all are eager to worship together again, the committee’s highest priority        

continues to be the safety and health of our congregation. 

 When we first met, the number of new reported cases in Pierce County had been stable 
and we were hopeful that we might be able to re-gather for worship as soon as August. Within 

days numbers had increased enough for us to recommend to the vestry that we not re-gather 
until the county enters Phase 3.  In the meantime, interim steps include holding outdoor         
fellowship hours and considering an outdoor worship service where people can easily socially 

distance. 

 The delay to Phase 3 has given us additional time to develop detailed protocols that 

comply with both Diocesan and State COVID-19 requirements for religious and faith-based              
organizations. These protocols include steps we must take prior to re-opening our doors           

for worship; during worship; and for on-going monitoring after re-gathering begins. 

 Before we re-gather we must undertake a deep cleaning of the entire building; provide 
safety training; design and post interior traffic guides and seating markers; post signage re-
garding masks, health, and reporting; find an effective way of video-recording worship to com-

plement in-person worship; and then present our plan to both the Vestry and the Bishop. 

 We also drafted protocols for worship, which include sanctuary capacity criteria; regis-

tration processes for attending a service; guidelines for usher, greeter, lay minister and clergy           
interactions during the liturgy; and plans for sanitizing the church between services once 
both resume. We currently propose holding one Sunday worship service each week as we    

begin re-gathering, alternating between 8 am and 10 am. Weather-permitting, fellowship will 

take place outdoors after the service. 

 A third aspect of the worship protocols involves monitoring: temperature checks; regis-

tration information, in case someone reports testing positive, including the destruction of this                 

information after two weeks; and ongoing review of the protocols’ effectiveness. 

 This article is only a summary of the three-page draft protocols. The final protocols will 
be made available prior to our initial re-gathering, and key information will be shared through 
all of our communication channels. Our new gathering protocols continue to evolve, as we 

learn more about the virus. And, as you might discern, changes to how we gather for worship 

also give rise to new ministry opportunities! 

 As we continue to move forward, we would appreciate your feedback regarding                      
re-gathering in worship. The committee has developed a survey which will be available on-line 

and also included in this issue of The Tartan. 

 Lastly, if you haven’t yet seen the lighthearted YouTube video about re-gathering, click 
on the following link and enjoy! An Episcopal priest's parody of the hit Hamilton song You’ll be 

Back turns King George's threat into a joyful promise.      

      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFduNE4pXAQ  
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Outreach Committee—by Kendall Burch 

 The St. Andrew’s Outreach Committee met on July 12th. In addition to allocating 

funds for the agencies the congregation is currently supporting, the committee also         
discussed and outlined new agency review policies. It was determined that larger          

agencies, such as Episcopal Relief and Development, will be reviewed annually through 
their websites, annual reports, and the percentage of their funds used for                               

administrations. Smaller organizations will be reviewed every two years. 

 The committee agreed to begin providing a list of in-kind donation opportunities for 
the congregation to support organizations with specific requests. Particularly in the case of 
very small organizations, which do not always request funds, activities like coat drives will 

allow us to continue to provide support. 

 The committee also agreed to add the annual Bishop’s request as a category of 

“internal fund” to consider each year and to compile an Annual Giving report describing 

the categories and localities of St. Andrew’s giving. 

 Finally, it was resolved that since the Jackson Street Food Bank is not scheduled to 

open again until January 2021, signage and a notice on the website will be posted to          

ensure that the community is aware of the closure. 

The committee will meet again on August 9th. 
 

The following grants were made in July: 

 Seminary Fund- Society for the Increase in Ministry   $506 

 Rector's Discretionary fund       $500 

 Scholarship fund         $750 

 Nourish Pierce County (food bank)     $500 

 Associated Ministries        $500 

 AIDNW (assistance for immigrants in and after detention  $500 

 Neighborhood Clinic        $500 

 New Nativity House         $300 

 PICS  (children’s health clinic)      $300 

 Pierce County AIDS Foundation       $500 

 Tacoma Rescue Mission        $200 

 TOTAL              $5,056 
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Please mark your choices, then return the completed survey by August 7  

to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 7410 S. 12th St., Tacoma, WA 98465.  A link to  
complete the survey online is on St. Andrew’s website and has been emailed. 

 

Re-Gathering: What are your preferences for attending church in Phase 3? Select all 

that apply. * 

In-person worship 

Online worship 

Services outdoors, weather permitting 
 

Attending Church: When we are able to begin gathering for worship, which statement 
best describes your feelings? * 

I would be there now if I could be. 

I would feel comfortable attending a face-to-face service, if I knew measures were in 

place to ensure my safety. 

I am in an at-risk group and I’m not sure when it would be best for me to attend in-

person. 

I may not attend in-person until we are in Phase 4. 

I will not attend in-person until a vaccine is available. 
 

Timing: What time would you prefer to participate in a service? * 

8:00 am Sunday 

10:00 am Sunday 

Either 
 

Eucharist: When we re-gather for worship in Phase 3, communion will be in only one 

form:  bread, with no common cup and no physical contact, such as at the Peace.          
Because of these restrictions, we would like to know how important the Eucharist            
is to you during this time of the required safety protocols. *  

Extremely important 

Very important 

Somewhat important 

Not important 
 

Eucharist: Which statement best describes your feelings about the Eucharist during 

the Phase 3 restrictions detailed above? * 

I would be happy to receive just bread during the Eucharist using safe protocols. 

I would prefer to wait to celebrate the Eucharist until we can have both the bread and 

the wine. 

I might attend the worship service but choose to not receive communion. 

I might come forward for a no-touch blessing. 

I would like us to celebrate the Eucharist but have only the priest receive the                   

elements. 

Continued next page 

St. Andrew’s Re-Gathering Survey 
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Music: During worship in Phase 3, congregational and choral singing are strongly 
discouraged. Which statement(s) describes your feelings about possible music             

options during the service? Select all that apply. * 

I would like live musical instruments (e.g. organ, piano, Glory & Praise instrumentals) 

I would be comfortable with a soloist singing based on social distance requirements. 

I would prefer no music at all. 

I would prefer to have recorded choral music during the service until it is absolutely 

safe to have the choir reseated. 
 

Other Meetings: How comfortable do you feel about attending small, in-person 

groups (examples - Bible study, Vestry Meetings, Outreach Committee, Daughters of 
the King) when these are permitted? * 

Very comfortable and would participate 

Moderately comfortable, but would likely not participate 

Not comfortable at all 

I would prefer to attend online 

This question does not apply to me 
 

Sunday School or Nursery Care: If applicable, how comfortable do you feel about 

your child or teen participating in Sunday school, Youth Group, and/or Nursery 
Care? * 

Very comfortable and would participate 

Moderately comfortable, but would likely not participate 

Not comfortable during Phase 3 

This question does not apply to me 
 

Returning to worshiping together offers new opportunities for ministry. Which of 

the following would you be willing to help with (being mindful of safety protocols 
and   social distancing)? Select all that apply. Please note: we are just trying to    
determine interest and if you are, please include your name and contact               

information.* 

Read the lectionary lessons 

Help with the Altar Guild 

Being part of a video-recording or live-streaming team 

Ushering/Greeting: help people to their pew in the church and coming forward for  

communion 

Be a part of a welcoming team outside the church (explaining safety precautions,         

distributing face coverings) 

Help with Sunday school 

Be a part of a “safety” team that prepares and cleans the church between services 

Help with tasks that can be done at home 

I would prefer to attend only 
 

Additional Comments (optional) 
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August Birthdays 

August  Anniversaries 

1 Matthew Wolfer 

2 Theresa DeGennaro 
4 Wynn Hoffman 

 Grace Beckham 

7 Don Bishop 
9 Sunshine DeGennaro 

10 Jordan Cameron 
12 Emily Yabroff Bradley 

15 Cynthia Johnston 
17 Derek Ramage 
18 Don Ramage 

 Joanne Ames 
25 Thomas Yabroff 

26 Nita Cameron 
 Rita Fleischmann 
29 Margie Hoffman 

30 Alex Yabroff 
31 Martin Yabroff 

  
  
  

  
  
  

8-3-1991 Brian and Karen Burdick 

8-30-1980 Dave and Pam Tinsley 

8-5  Tom and Marilyn Baker 

8-16-2008 Matthew and Margaret Moravec 

8-17-2003 Wayne and Patty Mannie 

8-21-1971 Bill and Jean Lubken 

Address, email or phone changes 

Ellen Maccarrone—new email address:   contact the church office  
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  

                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. 

St. Andrew’s 

Vestry Members 

Carol Baarsma 

Giorah Bour, Clerk of the Vestry 

Maggie Burdick 

Kendall Burch 

John Cain 

Tom Egnew, Junior Warden 

Judy Nelson, Senior Warden 

Ken Rhodes 

Jessica Richards 
 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 

The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 

The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Jim Warnock, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 

Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 

Matthew Moravec, Sunday School                                     
 Administrator 

Mary Boyce, RN, BSN, Parish Nurse 

Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 

 

 

* 

Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


