
Edward A. “Ed” Sterling 
III ’42 was born in Grandfield, 
OK, and raised in Laredo, 
TX. His incredible bloodline 
includes the DNA of Texas 
AMC as well as two previous 
generations of artillery officers 

and servants of the state and 
nation. Maternal grandfather, 

Major General William S. McNair, 
U.S. Military Academy 1890, 

saw action in the Boxer Rebellion, 
Philippine Insurrection, and Moro 
Expedition; had several artillery 
commands in World War I; participated 
in Meuse-Argonne Offensive and 
the Battle of Sedan; and was an early 
Commander of Camp Bragg (now Fort 
Bragg). His father, Ed Sterling, AMC 
1915, served in the artillery in World 
War I, was retreaded back into service 
in World War II, serving in the Pacific 
Theater and later in the occupation of 
Japan. Ed’s uncle, W.W. Sterling, AMC 
1910, served as a scout for the 3rd 
Cavalry during the time of Pershing’s 
Pancho Villa Expedition. Following 
stateside service as a 2LT in the 9th 
Texas Infantry in World War I, he 
served a career in law enforcement 
progressing from deputy sheriff 

to Texas Ranger to wearing Brigadier 
General rank as the Adjutant General of 
Texas in 1931 - 1932; served as a Col in 
World War II; and was President of the 
Association of Former Students in 1928. 
The Texas Ranger Statue was fashioned 
after him.

Ed’s intention was to follow in 
the family footsteps to AMC and 
subsequently carry on the artillery 
officer and service tradition for his 
generation. Fish Sterling reported to 
AMC in the fall of 1938, became a 
member of Battery F Field Artillery, 
and pursued a major in Mechanical 
Engineering. Ed’s residence was in 
Ross Hall; significantly his father had 
also lived there in Old Army. The Quad 
building project was finishing up during 
Ed’s fish year, and housing space was 
tight. There were three Cadets to a room 
in Ross Hall—the accommodations 
featured a third iron cot fastened over 
the top bunk. Ed recalls that by then 
Ross Hall was pretty much bolted 
together to keep it standing. The 
Commandant’s Office was relocated to 
the condemned Ross Hall to squeeze a 
little more use out of the aging building. 
In September 1939, Ed was among 
the first group of Cadets that became 
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Praise the Lord,  
pass the ordnance, 
and serve on!
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residents of the new Quad. To put it in Naval terms, 
Ed Sterling ’42 is a plank holder of the Quad.

Aggie football walked tall in the 1941 season, 
finishing with nine regular season wins and one 
loss, along with a Cotton Bowl berth. Ed recalls 
the November 15 game at Rice Stadium where 
the Aggies were “beating up” on the Owls. The 
Rice fans began waving white handkerchiefs to 
encourage their team. Our Yell Leaders and Cadets 
responded by taking out their handkerchiefs and 
waving back in a laughing and mocking manner. 
Ed notes that he would have never thought the 
practice of waving towels at football games would 
ever happen at Aggieland, and is not too wild 
about it. Final score: Aggies 19, “The Instatoot” 6. 
Unfortunately, the Aggies were outscored by Texas 
at the traditional Thanksgiving game on November 
27. The Aggies finished strong on the next and final 
regular season game, shutting out Washington 
State in Tacoma. The date was December 6, 1941.

With that, December 7 started off really well 
for all Aggies. Senior Ed Sterling went to church 
and lunch with his roommate and was enjoying 
the afternoon in his corner room on the 3rd floor 
of Dorm 6. Background music was provided by 
a radio on the end table. The last vestige of pre-
World War II relaxation in Aggieland ended when 

Sterling (far right) standing at attention with fellow Aggies while singing the Spirit of Aggieland at the Muster he put 
together in Nha Trang, Vietnam, on April 21, 1966.

Ed Sterling ’42 as a senior Cadet.

Praise the Lord,  
pass the ordnance, 
and serve on!

an afternoon of big band music was interrupted with the news of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Ed recalls that the Quad was in an 
uproar of anger and excitement within minutes. The platform of the 
College was for the Cadets to stay in school and get their degrees and 
commissions. However, the Aggie exodus to World War II started 
immediately.

After graduation, the Class of ’42, the last war class to graduate 
on the four-year curriculum, was commissioned in the famous Guion 
Hall ceremony. Second Lieutenant Sterling soon reported to the Fort 
Sill Replacement Training Center. After five weeks, Ed received orders 
transferring him from the Field Artillery Reserve to the Ordnance 
Department Reserve (renamed Ordnance Corps in 1950). He fought 
the move, but to no avail. After the transfer, the women in his family, 
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Chaplain Ed Sterling (second from left) with former military friends.  

hard core field artillery, thought “he was 
barely in the Army.” 

Ed was ordered to the 85th Infantry 
Division, known as the Custer Division. 
It had recently been reactivated at Camp 
Shelby, MS. Ed was assigned to the 
Division Ordnance Section. The 85th 
sailed for North Africa in December 
1943, landing at Casablanca, French 
Morocco, in early January 1944. With 
North Africa secured, the Division, 
expecting to go to the Pacific Theater, 
received amphibious training near 
Oran, Algeria. However, after a couple of 
months, the 85th sailed to Naples, Italy, 
and soon went into action from there. 
Faring much better than its namesake 
Custer, the 85th was in action, fighting 
up the boot, in the Rome-Arno, Upper 
Apennines and Po Valley Campaigns 
from April 11, 1944, until the mass 

German surrender on May 2, 1945. 
Ed recalls arriving in Rome just 

a few days after General Mark Clark’s 
triumphant (and controversial) entry. 
His outfit bivouacked for a few days of 
rest in a beautiful wooded area adjacent 
to the River Tiber that had once been 
the playground of the rich during the 
Roman Empire. Located nearby was 
an abandoned German ammunition 
dump. A gift had been left in the form 
of some rounds that had been damaged 
by the Germans enough to expose the 
phosphorous. Nature did the rest, and 
the outfit was treated to an excellent 
fireworks show. Ed visited some of 
the famous landmarks including the 
Colosseum, Arch of Titus, and passed 
a historic castle by the bridge across 
the Tiber as the Division moved North. 
A significant memory was standing 

where Galileo once stood at the top of 
the Tower of Pisa. Ed received a regular 
commission and stayed in the Army 
after World War II.  

Much of Ed’s AMC experience 
was centered around St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church. Located just south 
of campus on Jersey Street (now George 
Bush Drive), St. Thomas began as a 
Mission to serve the AMC students and 
community in 1938, Ed’s fish year. A 
member of the original congregation, 
Ed served in leadership positions on the 
Student Vestry and as a Junior Warden 
with building responsibilities. After 
returning from ROTC training in the 
summer of 1941, Ed painted the newly 
replaced rain gutters, making a long-
time physical mark on the building. 
The Bishop of Texas visited a number of 
times to deliver the sermon. One of his 
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Father Ed continues serving, even after 62 years. 

platforms was to encourage 
people to go into the 
ministry. During one sermon 
the Bishop emotionally 
singled out Ed and several 
other individuals with points 
of his trigger finger to “drop 
what they were doing and 
go into the ministry.” That 
personal charge had a lasting 
influence upon Ed. After 
serving 12 years in the Army, 
he “gave up,” resigned his 
commission, and answered 
the call to the ministry that 
had begun so long ago at St. 
Thomas in Aggieland.  

After attending the 
Seminary of the Southwest in 
Austin, Ed became the Rector 
at the recently established St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church in 
West Columbia, TX, on June 
16, 1957. There was an Aggie 
connection there. The church 
building was financed by the 
widow of a wealthy rancher. 
She was the aunt of Baldwin 
Young ’32, a prominent 
architectural designer. He 
designed and oversaw the 
construction project. In 
getting established, Ed was 
introduced at the Angleton 
Rotary Club and was subject 
to some good natured 
ribbing. One member noted 
that he did not like the new 
Revised Standard Bible using 
the term “tax collector,” as he 
was the county tax collector! 
He also caught a little flack 
as the only person there who 
was not Baptist or Methodist.

Though Ed loved his 
ministry at St Mary’s, he 
missed the Army and felt the 
call to serve as a Chaplain. 
He was nearing 38, the 
age limit of going into the 
service. In January 1959, 
in a now or never move, he 
left St Mary’s, received a 

Reserve commission into 
the Chaplain Corps, and 
went back on active duty. 
CH (CPT) Ed Sterling was in 
Korea 1960-61. 

Ed is a Vietnam Veteran, 
serving from 1966-1967 at 
headquarters at the U.S. 
Army Support Command 
at Nha Trang. Not limiting 
his service to the relative 
security of the base, Father 

Ed traveled to many Army 
outposts to perform his 
duties. The method of 
transportation was within an 
armed convoy both to and 
from, with Ed at the wheel of 
a jeep and his assistant riding 
shotgun. Ed recalls an Easter 
sunrise service that was long 
planned to take place on 
the beach. Unfortunately, a 
large group of communist 
demonstrators was blocking 

the route to the site and the 
service was relocated to an 
engineer equipment yard. 

Ed put together the 1966 
Aggie Muster at Nha Trang. 
That included securing and 
setting up the location, 
planning the ceremony, 
advertising, and coordinating 
food and lodging for 
the visiting Aggies. BG 
Bill Becker ’41, Assistant 

Commander of 1st Cavalry 
Division (AIRMOBILE) 
responded to Ed’s all-call 
Muster announcement to 
former students of Texas 
A&M and flew a plane load 
of Aggies in on a C-123 from 
An Khe.

Father Ed went on to 
serve 16 years as a Chaplain 
before reaching mandatory 
retirement. These, added 
to his first stint, equaled 28 

years of Army service. His 
last active duty assignment 
was at Fort Lewis, WA. 
Though always wanting to 
get back home to Texas, Ed 
remained in the Tacoma 
area and continued clergy 
service, pastoring several 
churches on an interim basis, 
and eventually serving as a 
full-time pastor. Granted the 
honorary title of Diocesan 
Canon for long and faithful 
service, Ed has been 
associated with St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church in Tacoma 
for the past 30 years. He 
continues to be very active, 
assisting at the Altar during 
every service, and most 
recently taking part in both 
the Easter and Pentecost 
virtual services. Rector 
Martin Yabroff says, “We 
don’t let him stop.” June 18, 
2020, marked Ed’s 62nd year 
of service in the Priesthood.

Ed met Margaret Marie 
Taylor while stationed 
at Rock Island Arsenal, 
IL. Their marriage lasted 
53 years and produced 
four children, seven 
grandchildren, and eight 
great grandchildren. 

Widowed for 17 years, 
remarkably, Ed still lives 
alone. Approaching his 
centenarian year, Ed fully 
realizes the sobering fact 
that he is among the “very 
last men standing” from 
the Class of ‘42 as well as in 
his generation of clergy. He 
sometimes wonders how 
or why, but is determined 
to keep pushing on in his 
opportunity to serve.   

The Corps of Cadets 
Association salutes our 
senior member Father Ed 
Sterling ’42 for his longtime 
service to God and Country.
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