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A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Dear Friends, 

 2020 has been a very difficult year in so many ways. As we begin the 
new “year of our Lord” 2021, please join me in three         intentions: 

1.  Be thankful for whatever has been good in the past year and thankful 
for our blessings now. 

2.  Focus on God - on God’s will and purposes - and on Jesus who is with 
us and leads us into the new year. Let that focus take the place of offense 
and regret about what is past. 

3.  Be open to blessings and the adventure of the coming year. With 
God’s help, we shall grow and serve in new ways. This new year 2021 is a 
gift to be received. Let us open our minds and hearts to know Christ more 
deeply and to make Christ known widely and creatively in this new year of 
ministry. 

 Bishop Rickel will be with us on Sunday, January 17 for a virtual, 
on-line visitation. And our Annual Parish Meeting will be on Sunday, Janu-
ary 31 - on-line only. More information will be sent out later. 

 St. Andrew’s Scholarship program will have applications posted soon 
on our website.  The deadline is April 1, 2021.   

 Carol Baarsma shared with me the following PANDEMIC               
REFLECTIONS, paraphrased from a message by Connie Duarte  (friend of a 
friend, who is a pastor in Portugal):  

The year 2020 has taught us so much: 

• We have learned the valuable benefits, as well as the frustrations of   
technology. 

• We have learned that the Church is not a building, but a body. 
• We have learned that we don’t need to hug someone for them to             

appreciate our presence. 
• We have learned to smile with our eyes, as our faces have been mostly 

hidden. 
• We have learned to think of others’ safety more than our own convenience. 
• We have learned just how hard those on the front lines work to ensure our 

health and safety - doctors, nurses, paramedics, police and others. 
• We have learned that joy is more profound than our circumstances. 
• We have learned that life is very fleeting, and we really don’t control much 

of anything. 
• We have learned just how fragile life is and how an unseen virus can shut 

down almost the entire world. 
• We have learned that the elderly mean more to us than we realized, and 

visiting them is a privilege, not a burden. 
• We have learned that HOPE is stronger than fear. 
Dear friends, we have indeed learned much from 2020, and so many of these 

things I don’t ever want to forget! 

 

Happy New Year in Christ,   Martin 
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January Birthdays 

January  Anniversaries 
3 Anna Strausbaugh 
4 Kurt Johnston 
11 Kathy Arthur 
13 

15 

Bill Lubken 

Judy Nelson 

20 Eric Younger 

27 Colin McDaniel 
31 Evalynn Bolles 

 Wayne Mannie 
  

    
  

1-3  Bryant and Victoria Dodson 

1-3-1994 Megan and Steve Parsons 

1-6-2007 Bob and Michelle Beckham 

1-6  Greg and Ingrid Gaub 

Let’s Sing Together!—by Naomi Shiga, Director of Music 

Dear Church family, 

 Thank you for your participations for the Christmas greeting Video! All the messages 
were beautiful and what was nice about it was…. We felt not only the presence of the             

people who were in the video, but we were able to virtually hug each and every one—           
ALL of our church family!  
 One of the things I’ve missed greatly through the pandemic is the singing of hymns. 

Early on the pandemic it became clear that because of the aerosol spread of COVID-19, 
singing is one of the most dangerous activities. I am so happy that through the streaming 
of Sunday services we’ve at least been able to share music in worship. But as our time 

apart continues, I’ve been trying to think of additional ways to be together with the great 
hymns of the church. 

 From January, the music ministry invites you to join a monthly “hymn sing gather-
ing” It will be the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. Hymns will be      
selected ahead of time, and I will play the accompaniments and screen share the text so 

that you can sing along from the comfort and safety of your home. Unfortunately, because 
of the limits of audio on Zoom, we won’t be able to hear each other sing (I will mute every-

one’s microphones when playing the hymn accompaniments to limit sound delays), but we 
will be together. And you will also have a chance to sing some of your favorites as I will 
compile a list of requests ahead of time.  

 The “hymn sing gathering” will go like this: we will gather, pray, sing some hymns, 
then have time for coffee/wine to close. In between will be plenty of time to have                       
conversation and be together. You can join us in your PJ’s or your Sunday finest. The  

gathering will conclude by 8 pm because…. That is Izumi’s bed time. 
 So, please give this a try. The first gathering will take place at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 

January 7. I will send a link the day before (the same one that is below) through the church 
office. If you would like, please send your hymn request to my personal email, 
<naomishiga@me.com>. This should be a wonderful chance to be together with beloved 

hymns as we continue to socially distance.    Please join us! 
 Love,   Naomi Shiga, Director of Music 
 

HYMN SING—January 7, 2021 at 7 P.M. 
Join the meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86211082898?pwd=eVVJUCtoK1F5K295Y0dkZ3Aybi90dz09 
Meeting ID: 862 1108 2898   Passcode: 479153 

http://airmail.calendar/2021-01-03%2012:00:00%20GMT-8
http://airmail.calendar/2020-12-31%2012:00:00%20GMT-8
http://airmail.calendar/2020-12-28%2019:00:00%20GMT-8
http://airmail.calendar/2021-01-03%2012:00:00%20GMT-8
http://airmail.calendar/2020-12-28%2020:00:00%20GMT-8
http://airmail.calendar/2021-01-07%2012:00:00%20GMT-8
http://airmail.calendar/2021-01-07%2012:00:00%20GMT-8
mailto:naomishiga@me.com
http://airmail.calendar/2021-01-07%2019:00:00%20GMT-8
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86211082898?pwd=eVVJUCtoK1F5K295Y0dkZ3Aybi90dz09
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  

                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. 

St. Andrew’s 
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Carol Baarsma 
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Maggie Burdick 

Kendall Burch 

John Cain 

Tom Egnew, Junior Warden 

Judy Nelson, Senior Warden 

Ken Rhodes 

Jessica Richards 
 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 

The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 

The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 

Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 

Mary Boyce, RN, BSN, Parish Nurse 

Pam Tinsley, M.Div., Pastoral Associate 

 

Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 
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Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


