
 

 

April 2021 

A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our          
salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation 
of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and      

immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
(Palm Sunday liturgy, BCP p. 270) 

Dear Friends, 

 There is a lesson for us in beginning to gather in person 
for worship, still dealing carefully and cautiously with this 
deadly  pandemic, and in experiencing Holy Week and Easter.  
Holy Week begins with hope for redemption – multitudes   
joyfully welcome Jesus as he enters Jerusalem on a humble 
colt.   

 But like our facing this pandemic still upon us, Jesus 
faced opposition, danger, and fearful anxiety swirling around 
him.  Then and now, Holy Week evokes the realities and  
challenges of our lives. 

 We remember Jesus’ love – his giving his life for us, not         
running away, showing us how to face suffering with faith 
and hope.  Remembering his life reminds us that we are not 
alone, that God hears and cares. 

 Through his Passion – his suffering and death – we pass 
with him to Resurrection.  Not to life as it was before the    
latest crises but to New Life.  We will always have scars and 
memories of what we have been through.  But we shall bear 
them in the light of Jesus’ victory over death, of God’s         
redeeming power and love. 

 All this is what we are going through now, as persons of 
faith and seeking faith and as our St. Andrew’s family.  Let us 
be present to the drama of these days and all that they stir up 
in our hearts.  And let us be open to the new life that God is 
bringing to birth, here and now, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 Faithfully yours, 

  Martin+ 
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St. Andrew’s Scholarship Opportunities 

 The Outreach Committee is pleased to offer educational scholarships.             
Scholarships may range in amount from $100 to $1,000, and are awarded annually.  Any 
currently  enrolled or potential student is eligible to apply (or reapply).  Classes may be 
for high school, college, vocational school, continuing education, re-training or additional 
degrees. 

 Priority will be given to the St. Andrew’s community.  Application packets are   
available online, and in the church office.          
 Each application must be completed according to the instructions contained inside 
the packets or they will be disqualified. 

 Please note:  Incomplete packets, or packets received after the deadline will NOT be 
considered for funding.  All information provided to the committee will be held in strictest 
confidence and will not be released without specific written permission from the           
applicant. Successful applicants will be notified in May, 2021 and dispersed starting in 
June, 2021 for educational programs taking place between June, 2021 and June, 2022. 

 Questions?  Please email Judy Nelson at scholarships@saintandrewstacoma.org  

 How exciting to see the changes that Spring brings - more sunshine, more flowers, 
and more chances to come together. I would like to offer my reassurance that the hard-
working ReGathering committee has carefully examined all the safety guidelines and latest 
science to move forward while being keeping in mind the greatest good for everyone. As 
Bishop Rickel recently reminded us, we are compelled by faith to care for everyone. This 
means vaccinated and unvaccinated. No one should be put in a position of having to 
choose between staying safe and desperately wanting to come to church. (Which is why we 
will continue the online service) We have a new ministry - the Safety Team - that will be 
present at in-person church services to assist with the flow of traffic and maintaining 
physical distancing, to check temperature and provide masks upon request, and to keep 
the environment clean. Thank you to those who have stepped forward already, and I invite 
any one who is interested to let the church office, Fr. Martin, or me know. The more 
hands, the better. 
 Every day there are more and more sites available to obtain you COVID-19                         
vaccination. If you are eager to get yours, and are not yet eligible per the state, I encourage 
your to volunteer with the Tacoma/Pierce County Department of health or your local 
health care provider. Volunteers get vaccinated! And there are many non-clinical jobs 
needed to help coordinate these events. You can also sign up to be on a wait list or to be 
called with any last minute extra vaccine doses. I’m thinking of a way for St Andrew’s to 
keep a tally of how many of our members have been vaccinated without treading on           
anyone’s privacy. Perhaps each vaccinated person could add a leaf or a flower on a bulletin 
board tree at church? Look for a fun display soon. Let’s see if we can achieve our own local 
herd immunity. Please let me know if I can help via phone, text, or email 360-271-2020 
rnmaryo@gmail.com 

Update on Covid Guidelines—by Mary Boyce, Parish Nurse 

mailto:scholarships@saintandrewstacoma.org
mailto:rnmaryo@gmail.com=
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Celebrating Fr. Ed Sterling’s 100th Birthday 

 On March 10, the Reverend Canon Fr. Ed turned 100!  On Sunday March 7, he 
preached and shared his wisdom, as you will see in the video of that service on our   
website.  Then over 40 cars came by for a drive-by birthday celebration. 

 On his birthday itself, he was presented with video greetings from the congregation 
and a special video greeting from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry.  (See them on our 
website.)  And the Organ Music Committee brought him a special birthday dinner. 

 Thanks to Eve Yabroff from the birthday drive-by, Naomi Shiga for the parish video 
and the dinner, and all who shared in this special celebration for this special Canon 
among us.  And thanks to God for the gift and blessing of Fr. Ed. 

 The photos below are the delivery of a birthday dinner from the Organ Concert 
Committee, preaching that Sunday, and receiving a gift from the Rev. Peggy Schnack. 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

My cup runneth over!  Your Christ-like love was evident in each cheerful      
greeting, card, balloon, streamers, flowers, food, cakes, candy and beverages.  It came 
from people standing out in the cold and those in a long line of cars. It was an out-
standing experience of a lifetime, a manifestation of the constant love our Savior brings 
to us and feeds to us so we can both have it and share it. My heart goes out to each 
one of you, and I’m happy to be with you—traveling the pilgrim road to the nearer  
presence of our Maker.  My thanks and blessings are constantly with you. 

 Faithfully yours,  

  Fr. Ed 

 

With a heart full of love—from Fr. Ed 
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Maundy Thursday Soup Supper—by Naomi Shiga 

 Mandatun novum do vobis ut diligatis invicem sicut dilexi vos—“A new command I 
give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” In 
these trying days, this “Mandatum” (Maundy) seems especially important to our every-
day life now. 

 One of the great traditions of Holy Week at St. Andrew’s is gathering together for 
supper in worship on Maundy Thursday (April 1 at 6 p.m.). As we love one another by 
continuing to distance to protect from infection of the COVID-19 virus, let us still                  
gather together, this year from our homes. You are invited to prepare a simple soup 
supper to eat together as we join in a virtual meeting room led in meditations by              
Fr. Martin. 

  Naomi Shiga is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

  Topic: Maundy Thursday Zoom Soup Gathering 

  Time: Apr 1, 2021 06:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

  Meeting ID: 893 0397 8258     Passcode:  225177 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89303978258? 
pwd=d2lLbFF5Nzg5UDZIZ1ozSmJUSWljUT09  

Up-coming Holy Week and Easter Services 

 

Wednesday, March 31 – Holy Communion at Noon, in-persons in the Church.  Masks 
and social-distancing.  Half hour service.  No registration – max. attendance 30           
persons. 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 1: 

Bible Study on Zoom at 11 am (same class, new time) 
Soup Supper on Zoom at 6:00 pm.  With readings and reflections.  (see above) 
 

Good Friday, April 2 – two services:  12 Noon and 7:00 pm in-person, in the church 
Both with masks and social distancing.  No registration – maximum 30 in the  

congregation. 
Noon service will have organ music, no singing. 
7:00 pm will be live-streamed (online), with organ music and hymns. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4 – two services:  8:00 am and 10:00 am 

Both services require pre-registration (30 persons in the congregation per service 
maximum) 

10 am service will be live-streamed (online) as well. 
Organ and singing, masks and social distancing at both services. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89303978258?pwd=d2lLbFF5Nzg5UDZIZ1ozSmJUSWljUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89303978258?pwd=d2lLbFF5Nzg5UDZIZ1ozSmJUSWljUT09
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Vestry Viewpoint—by Margo Fleshman 

 On the occasion of his 100th birthday Fr. Ed talked about being on the Pilgrim’s 
Road with the people of St. Andrew’s. Since then, and perhaps because I also had a birth-
day in March, I have been reflecting a lot about these 43 years that I have traveled with 
so many of you here at St. Andrews. What might have been different if I had or had not 
made one choice or another? I realized one single event had a significant impact on my 
life. It challenged and changed my perspective of what Micah 6:8 means when it says 
“and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God? “ 
  In 1979 I was working at the University of Puget Sound School of Law which was in           
downtown Tacoma. My office overlooked the streets of Tacoma. Day after day I left my 
home, drove to the law school, parked in the two-story parking garage and walked the            
skybridge over Market Street to my office. I never really thought about what was going on 
outside my window overlooking Broadway. One year Sam and I decided to participate in 
month-long  series of classes offered by UPS and PLU called Communiversity. I chose 
“Sunday Afternoons in Tacoma”, led by a local homeless advocate. I have no idea why I 
chose that course. Two by two we went exploring the downtown streets with a straightfor-
ward set of tasks that involved talking to people, finding services (restrooms), finding a 
spot to linger or even sleep, etc. Needless to say, my eyes were open to the enormous 
needs of our most vulnerable neighbors. It was a profound experience and one that 
changed me.  

 After 10 years of working at the law school I yearned to find work that filled my soul 
and helped others. An opportunity presented itself to work with a program helping low-
income single mothers move towards self-sufficiency (WWEE). This was 1989 and for the 
rest of my career I worked with programs focused of helping others. In addition to my job, 
St. Andrew’s provided many opportunities to help. I remember scrubbing floors for Anna 
and Peter, a Lithuanian couple who received help through Volunteer Chore Ministry. I                    
remember cooking for the families of Ruby Slippers, our ministry to homeless families. 
And I remember Fr. Ed faithfully making Rice Krispy Squares for the children’s Christmas 
party at WWEE. I was drawn to our mission of outreach to the community and the           
decision to tithe 10% of the church’s income towards outreach. (I also remember the         
Annual Meeting “battle” of fixing the roof of the church vs the 10% tithe. We did both!) 
So many stories come to mind. All of them are a part of the pilgrimage that we have taken 
and continue to take together.  

 On more than one occasion, Fr. Martin has used the quote: “Traveler, there is no 

path, The path is made by walking.”  Antonio Machado’s poem continues: 
   By walking the path is made  

   And when you look back  

   You’ll see a road  
   Never to be trodden again. 

 I think of this often and look forward to continuing our travels ahead. There is 
much to be done. In the Great Thanksgiving, a part of the liturgy of Holy Communion, we 
pray “open my eyes to see your hand at work at the world around us.” I pray that our 
eyes will remain open and that we continue to be His hands. We don’t have to look far to 
see the needs that surround us.  
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Evening Prayer every Sunday at 5 pm—by phone.  Information late in the week on our 
website. 
 

Hymn Sing-along, monthly, first Thursday at 7 pm—led by Naomi.  Information on our 
website the week before.  Date change—April 8 (Due to Maundy Thursday on April 4) 
 

Anti-Racism Reading Group—reading Stamped from the Beginning, by Ibram X. Kendi.  
Monthly, 2nd Tuesday evening at 7 pm.  Meeting by Zoom.  Contact the Office for the link. 
 

 

 Ed Wolfer and Virginia Gaub have been in conversation with Sue Potter, the CEO of 
Nourish Food Bank Network, about reopening Jackson Street Food Bank.  At this point in 
time it has been decided that it is still too risky with the space that we have to open an         
indoor food distribution site.  The details are still being worked out for us to offer food                
distribution via the Mobile Food Bank Truck once or twice a month.  We hope this to happen 
in the next few months. Watch for notices as we get further information from Nourish.    

Vaccine Opportunity for volunteers:  Food bank workers are now eligible to receive the 
Covid19 vaccine. We encourage everyone to get vaccinated when eligible.   When going 
through the Phase finder FindYourPhaseWA.org   there is a page that asks about your “job” 
description and the check box will be…

 
 Here is the vaccine locator from the Washington State Dept. of Health….                                                      
https://vaccinelocator.doh.wa.gov/.       If you plan to volunteer with us and need help    
finding a location with vaccine, please reach out to Virginia Gaub for suggestions.    

Volunteer opportunities:  There will be several opportunities to volunteer.                                        
Preparing boxes:  Food distribution is done only via prefilled boxes, no personal shopping.  
Currently the National Guard is filling boxes of food at the Nourish Warehouse but this     
service is scheduled to end in June and we would need volunteers to provide that service for 
us to provide food for our clients.   A work-group would go to the warehouse at a designated 
time, for about 2 hours, to pack boxes.  

Distribution:  Currently the National Guard is doing the distribution from the Mobile unit in 
most locations but would not be available for our location, due to the low number of clients 
and infrequency of service. We would need approx. 7 or 8 people at the time of distribution.   

All volunteers will need to sign up on a data base with contact information. Training will be 
provided for the various assignments that need to be filled.  Please contact Virginia Gaub or 
Ed Wolfer if you would like to sign up to be a Food Bank Volunteer.  
 
 

P.S.  Jackson Street Food Bank now has a new commercial grade freezer and refrigerator,  

thanks to a grant from the diocese.  They were delivered this week. 

Update on Jackson Street Food Bank—by Virginia Gaub 

Ongoing Events 

http://wfc.memberclicks.net/message2/link/d5966cb3-9daf-4ce0-a5ac-f83fecf514bb/32
https://vaccinelocator.doh.wa.gov/
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April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

1 April Wallace 
3 Halley Morton 
11 Holli Greer 

12 Mary Boyce 

 Sandy Dick 
 Dianne Stefanko 
 Abigael Wilhite 

15 Tino Maccarrone 
 Ed Wolfer 

18 Bill Baarsma 
19 Carol Gurulé 
23 Doug Strausbaugh 
27 Annika Jeffers 
29 Rebecca Nalunkuuma 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Address, Phone and Email changes 

4-20-1963 Rudy and Carol Gurulé 

4-21-2001 Kurt and Cynthia Johnston 

4-22-1978 Michael and Janet Taft 

4-23-1960 Wayne and Peggy Nelson 

The Rev. Carola von Wrangel-new address  contact the Church Office 

Bible Study Rescheduled— 

Our 11 am Bible Study by Zoom, led by Fr. Martin, will change from Tuesdays to 
Thursdays beginning April 1.  We are reading Mark’s Gospel.  One hour discussion, all 
are welcome.  Zoom link on the website or please contact Fr. Martin.   

 No meeting on the Thursday after Easter (April 8), then continuing through May 
before taking a Summer break. 

Confirmation 

If you are an adult or high-schooler who would like to reaffirm your commitment to    
follow Jesus as an Episcopalian and to be Confirmed or Received in the Episcopal 
Church, please contact Fr. Martin as soon as possible.  Bishop Rickel will offer a         
diocesan Confirmation Service at St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle on Saturday, May 1.  
(social-distanced, masked, outdoors in a tent, very safe).  For more information about         
Confirmation, please see pages 412-419 & 860 in the Book of Common Prayer. 

More Announcements 
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  
                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. St. Andrew’s 

Vestry Members 

Giorah Bour (Vestry Clerk) 

Maggie Burdick 

Kendall Burch 

John Cain 

Devyn Cameron 

Tom Egnew (Junior Warden) 

Margo Fleshman 

Norbert Herriges 

Judy Nelson (Senior Warden) 

 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 
The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 
The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 
Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 
Mary Boyce, RN, BSN, OCN, Parish Nurse 
Pam Tinsley M.Div., Pastoral Associate 
 
 
Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 
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Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


