
 

 

June 2021 

A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Dear Friends, 
 It is great to see more people back in church in person, and to know 
that many more are participating on-line.  Continuing thanks are due to all 
who are leading and serving as we look ahead to our ministries as the people 
of St. Andrew’s – to know Christ and to make Christ known.  Our Vestry has 
been discussing a range of themes:  building and strengthening our parish 
community, serving the greater community beyond the parish, growing    
spiritually as a congregation, and adapting and responding to our changing 
society especially in terms of great spiritual hunger yet distrust of religious 
institutions.  (How can we share the distinctively ‘loving, liberating and 
life-giving way of Jesus’ that we are excited about here at St. Andrew’s?) 
 In this June newsletter, Senior Warden Judy Nelson has summarized 
the Vestry’s planning process and three priorities for the remainder of this 
year.   
 Our Scholarship Committee announces our 2021 scholarship recipients. 
 Kendall Burch shares thoughtful reflections as a member of the Vestry. 
 The Jackson Street Food Bank may be reopening soon. 
 A fierce band of gardeners engaged in Pentecostal pruning and weed-

pulling. 
 Our Vestry invites everyone to share in a Zoom conversation at 11:30 
am on Sunday, June 6.  Ask questions and share ideas and dreams.  More 
information and the link will be sent by email and through the website. 
 Watch for a survey soon for everyone to share in the decision about 
holding some kind of Celtic Faire this coming October.   
 Also in June, Fr. Ed Sterling’s 63rd anniversary of his ordination to 
the priesthood is on June 18.  His 64th anniversary of ordination to the     
diaconate will be on Saturday, June 19.  Appropriately, that Sunday, June 20 
is Father’s Day. 
 The Collect for ordinations, which is also part of our Easter Vigil and 
Good Friday liturgies, expresses the core of all our ministries as followers of 
Jesus.  It reminds us that God is doing more than we can ask or imagine.  
Our part is to be open to what God is bringing to birth and seeking to create – 
ESPECIALLY now as we emerge into these new times of ministry and service. 
 Let us pray.   O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look    
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the 
effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of       
salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down 
are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and 
that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all 
things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 Martin+ 
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Vestry Priorities for 2021—by Senior Warden Judy Nelson 

 Your Vestry met by zoom on May 2nd and 17th to discuss priorities for 2021. After 
much discussion and brainstorming, we narrowed our focus to three elements of St.     
Andrew’s parish ministry that the Vestry would focus particular attention on during 2021, 
amidst many other important elements of our on-going ministries.  Individual vestry  
members selected areas of concentration for which they would act as leads or liaisons.  
These elements for our work were not ranked as first, second, third priorities. 

 One priority is education. This includes Children’s Sunday School and Youth     
Ministry, an area that was put on hold in 2020 when the pandemic hit.  It also includes 
Adult Education, focusing not only on spiritual growth within the parish, but also         
potentially serving the community beyond St Andrew’s. We discussed the possible live-
streaming of classes or workshops as well as in-person gatherings when appropriate in 
order to expand outside the parish. Vestry members will re-engage the work begun before 
the pandemic to revision and renew our Youth Ministry and ministries with children and 
families, which was convened in 2019 by Colin McDaniel.   

 A second priority involves the kitchen remodel.  A great deal of work was done and 
presented by the Kitchen team, led by Angie Barr, to the parish at the Annual Meeting in 
early 2020.  The Annual Meeting had a good, serious discussion.  The Kitchen team is   
being asked to reconvene, use the recommendations from the annual meeting and look at 
ways to scale down the original plans and review the needs assessment and rationale 
statement for the new kitchen. (Two new freezers have already been purchased for our 
kitchen ministry and the Jackson Street Food Bank with a grant from the diocese.)  This 
priority serves the community outside the parish, as well as the parish itself, and it also 
positions the church to be effective when the food pantry is allowed to re-open and as we 
consider new ways to serve our congregation, neighborhood and larger community. 

 A third priority for 2021 is the question of Celtic Faire, and whether or not to hold a 
scaled down version in October 2021.  Celtic Faire is a St. Andrew’s ministry that not only 
builds community but also serves the community outside the parish and encourages  
spiritual growth through engagement with Celtic Christianity.  The fair was cancelled in 
2020 due to the pandemic, and the determination as to whether to hold a modified version 
this year needs to be made.  A poll asking you, our congregants, this question will be  
coming out shortly.  The Vestry will make the decision at their next meeting on Monday, 
June 14. 

 While the vestry identified these specific priorities for their own focus, other im-
portant parish ministries such as Music, Community Outreach and work with the home-
less remain active and shall be supported and encouraged. Please feel free to reach out to 
Father Martin or any Vestry member if you wish to participate in one of the three areas of 
focus or any other ministry.  We welcome your input and support. 
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St. Andrew’s Spiffing Day 

Spiffing crew : Tom Egnew, Liz Herriges,                
Jeffrey Boyce, Ken Rhodes, Kendall Burch, 
Sandy Dick, Joan Halley, Norbert Herriges, 
Mary Boyce 

Not pictured:  Margo Fleshman, Devyn and 
Sylas Cameron. 

Collected 340 pounds of weeds...and 
still more to pull! 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 23, inspired by the Spirit and invited by   
Junior Warden Tom Egnew and other Vestry members, a fierce group 
(photo above) took on the weeds and trimmed out of place branches 
around the church.  Drive by and see the wonderful results! 
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2021 St. Andrew’s Scholarship Recipients 

 St. Andrews remains committed to supporting our scholars on their        
educational journeys, whether it is a four-year college degree or a continuing   
education conference to increase knowledge and skills in a specific profession.  
 This year, your Scholarship Committee met to distribute $4800.  These are funds 
designated for scholarships within the amount tithed to the Outreach Committee.  There 
were 6 applicants this year.  We are very excited to announce that the committee chose to 
provide funds for all six applicants at varying levels.  

 The award ceremony will be held during the Sunday services on June 13th. Please 
congratulate our scholars as they prepare for their next phase of study. 

 Members of this year’s committee included:  Judy Nelson (chair), Kendall Burch, 
Margo Fleshman, Margie Hoffman, Kit Proctor, Susan Rowe, Diane Walworth, and Marian 
Warren.  

 If you are interested in joining this group for next year’s distribution, please contact 
the office. We welcome all volunteers. 
 

BIOGRAPHIES of this year’s recipients 

Cooper Burdick 
Returning scholar, Cooper Burdick, is heading into his third year at Central Washington 
University in Ellensburg, WA.  He is working on a degree in Construction Management.  
Cooper says that the focus is now on construction ideologies, as well as leading,           
organizing and planning a construction project.  He also has added a minor in safety 
health management to his current minor in business.   Cooper is a member of the St.  
Andrew’s community, along with his sister Maggie, parents Brian and Karen Burdick, 
and grandparents Peggy and Wayne Nelson. 
 

Devyn Cameron 
As a primary care pediatric nurse practitioner, Devyn juggles work, family, and school 
with skill.  She is part of the Mary Bridge Woodcreek Pediatrics  in Puyallup, and has a 
busy practice!  She will be attending a course through the American Academy of           
Pediatrics for Nurse Practitioners and Medical Doctors.  Devyn is an active member of the 
St. Andrew’s family, and has participated in Sunday school, Celtic Faire, Glory & Praise 
Choir,  Christmas pageant, and serves on the Vestry.   
 

Evan Janson     
Point Loma Nazarene University in San Diego, CA is where Evan is now studying and    
after a year of classes focusing on Christian Ministries and the Old Testament, he wishes 
to focus his studies on Evangelism. He learned about the Nazarene denomination among 
other doctrines, as well as practicing his critical thinking skills and strengthening his 
faith as he studied with a professor he did not always agree with. Evan’s grandparents, 
Carol and Bill Baarsma are active St. Andrews members. 
 

Lena Janson   
California Baptist University in Riverside, CA  is the educational institution for Lena’s 
pursuit of a Degree in Marketing.  Her management courses this past year included      
Biology, Business 101, Design, Management based on Biblical principles, English and 
Macroeconomics.  She hopes to write a book about modesty as a Christian Woman, and 
has enrolled in English classes to prepare for that task.  Lena’s proud grandparents     
include St. Andrew’s members,  Carol and Bill Baarsma.   

(Continued on next page) 
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Jackson Street Food Bank—opening June 30—by Virginia Gaub 

Camp Huston is offering a range of Summer programs 

 Ed Wolfer and Virginia Gaub have been in conversation with Sue Potter, CEO of 
Nourish Pierce County food banks, about opening Jackson Street Food Bank.  We had        
decided to ‘shoot for” June 30 and then Gov. Inslee made his announcement that the 
“state will be fully open by June 30th” and that sealed the deal for us.    We will be           
starting in a modified format for the first month. Since we sent all our food back to the 
Nourish warehouse a year ago we currently have no stock, so we will be limiting our  
available items for this first month. We plan to have basic kitchen staples plus whatever 
produce is available at the time and frozen items that the warehouse can provide.  We       
also get items from Emergency Food Network ( EFN) and we never  know what they will 
have available at that time.  

 Additionally we are now going to be fully computerized, and learning that will add 
an additional complexity.  

 Expecting that at least some of the clients will not be vaccinated, we still want to be 
cautious in our set up and contact.  We expect to be requiring masks for all.  We will be 
contacting volunteers personally for this first month but if you are interesting in helping 
in the future please contact either Ed Wolfer or Virginia Gaub.   

Maya Lester 
Maya is headed to Western Washington University upon graduation from Camas High 
School in Camas, Washington. In addition, she presently attends  Clark College in   
Vancouver, Washington in the “Running Start” program.  Maya hopes to focus on a  
major in Psychology, with a minor in Creative Writing.  She is the granddaughter of St. 
Andrew’s parishioners Dave and Sue Lester. 
 
Caitlyn Linde 
For the past year, Caitlyn has been working on her Elementary Education Degree at  
Tacoma Community College.  She states that she has learned the valuable lesson of 
“diligence, hard work, and time management” in order to accomplish her goals.  Her   
future plans include transferring to Western Washington University to continue       
pursuing her Elementary Education degree.  We are delighted to encourage this future 
teacher!  Her St. Andrew’s family includes grandfather John Hickman, parents Stewart 
and Beth Hickman Linde.   

Registration is now open for Camp Huston’s excellent summer camps, adults and families.    
There are also openings for staff such as counselors, etc.  Go to https://huston.org  

         Or call (360) 793-0441  

Huston Camp and Conference Center is a part of the missionary and          
educational outreach of the Diocese of Olympia. Our purpose is to provide a 
Christian Community Experience, which will allow individuals to actively 
identify and discern religious truths for themselves.  
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Vestry Viewpoint— by Kendall Burch 

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, or set foot on the path of sinners, 
or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the Law of the LORD, and on His law he meditates 

day and night.     Psalm 1:1-2 

 One of the things I enjoy about going down to Titlow is seeing how many people have their 
phones out to take pictures. It’s so cool to me that just down the street from my apartment, the 
scenery is so beautiful that people constantly want to freeze it in time and save it for later, or share 
it with someone else. I like that even without all the strangers describing the feeling to each other, 
and even though an image can never do the place justice, all the photo-snapping reveals our 
shared feeling of amazement. I feel so fortunate to live in a place where amazement is so common.  

 There was one time that the photo snapping had a different effect, however. While sitting at 
a picnic table near the water, I saw someone snickering and taking pictures of an obviously       
distressed woman sitting on a bench. Something was clearly wrong - the woman would doze off, 
wake up, then doze off again in another uncomfortable position, and the person at the picnic table 
would take more pictures.  

 Seeing the photographer’s blatant disregard for the dignity of the woman made me angry, 
and eventually I went over to check on her. We talked for a long while and shared a meal, and it 
was clear that she had needed to take an emotional load off her shoulders for a long, long time.  

 When the interaction ended, I was filled with a jarring sense of conviction, and as I mulled 
over the situation, the verse at the top of the article came to mind. I just knew it as the verse with 
which my siblings and I were chided when we picked on each other too much as kids, but as an 
adult, I realize that the verse holds a lesson I still haven’t learned.  
 Initially, I thought about the verse and pointed my finger at the photographer, thinking that 
she was the mocker. But what about me? Who have I ridiculed for thinking or living differently 
than I do?  If I had seen the picture or video that she took online, might I have snickered at it too? 
Even without being the person behind the camera, I’m still guilty of indulging in the same self-
righteous attitude I perceived in the photographer who’d made me so angry in that moment. 
 My own hypocrisy aside, my motivation for doing the “right thing” violated the intent of the 
second verse as well. The deciding factor that made me go and talk to the woman on the bench 
wasn’t a rush of godly love for my neighbor. If that was the case, I would have talked to the woman 
before I noticed someone sneaking pictures of her. No, my delight was in seeming like I was a    
better person than the photographer. 

 In a moment like that one, it’s easy to look at the distressed woman on the bench and 
acknowledge that she deserves to be treated with dignity and compassion. But how much more  
difficult does it feel to look at the photographer in that moment and acknowledge the same thing? 
How easy is it to recognize the evil in my own behavior and start thinking of myself as irreparably 
shameful and impure?  

 One of the most incredible and freeing things about the grace that Jesus won for us is that 
these questions and comparisons of merit have been made irrelevant. God isn’t tallying up         
anyone’s points in a good column and a bad column to decide later whether or not to love them.  
When the Holy Spirit exposes something I’m doing wrong, it’s not to remind me how close I am to 
being cut out of God’s love, but an opportunity to become closer to God and God’s plan for who I 
should be.  

 Just like no one’s Titlow sunset picture ever looks as good as the real thing, I know that 
what I’ve written doesn’t communicate everything I’ve thought or been shown through the          
interaction I described. Still, I value the opportunity I have at St. Andrew’s to commune with other 
people taking their own snapshots, working to celebrate and share the beauty in the freedom and 
security we all have in God’s love. Thank you all for being here, and I look forward to seeing you 
soon.  
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June Birthdays 

June Anniversaries 

2 Pam Tinsley 
 Annie Yabroff 
3 Joanna McDaniel 

 Conner Rainer 

12 Shirley Morton 
15 Ellen Yensan 
 Laura Wilhite 

16 Kaylie Rainer 
21 Chad Moody 

22 Joan Halley 
25 Kit Proctor 

30 Virginia Clark 
 Maxwell Painter 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Address, Phone and Email changes 

6-5-1976 Bill and Linda Brice 

6-14-1980 Martin and Eve Yabroff 

6-15-1973 Steve and Anna Arthur 

6-24-1995 Ed and Cyndi Wolfer 

Evening Prayer every Sunday at 5 pm—by phone.  Information late in the week on our 
website. 
 

Wednesday Noon Communion Service every week in Church, half an hour, with homily 
and Holy Communion. 
 

Anti-Racism Reading Group—reading Stamped from the Beginning, by Ibram X. Kendi.  
Our last session will be Tuesday evening, June 8, at 7 pm.  Meeting by Zoom.  Contact the 
Office for the link. 
 

Weekly Bible Study is on Summer break.  Beginning September 9: every Thursday at 11-
12Noon—by Zoom.  Led by Fr. Martin. No background needed.  (The link is on the website 
under Adult Education.) 

Please contact the Church Office for details: 

Aiden Colbert—new address    

Annika Jeffers—new phone number   

Pam Rhodes—new email     

Reberta Skinner—new email    

Ongoing Events 



 

 

St.  Andrew’s  Episcopal  Church  * 

7410 South 12th Street                 
Tacoma, WA 98465 

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Tacoma, WA 

Permit No. 512 

* 

 

                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  
                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. St. Andrew’s 

Vestry Members 

Giorah Bour (Vestry Clerk) 

Maggie Burdick 

Kendall Burch 

John Cain 

Devyn Cameron 

Tom Egnew (Junior Warden) 

Margo Fleshman 

Norbert Herriges 

Judy Nelson (Senior Warden) 

 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 
The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 
The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 
Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 
Mary Boyce, RN, BSN, OCN, Parish Nurse 
Pam Tinsley M.Div., Pastoral Associate 
 
 
Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 
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Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


