
 

 

August 2021 

A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Dear Friends, 

 St. Andrew’s is open for worship!  8 am and 10 am services 
are being offered almost as before the pandemic, with the 10 am 

service also live-streamed on Facebook Live and recorded for later 
viewing on our website.  (Audio of the sermon is also on our          

website.)  Masks are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.  

 The latest CDC guidance on Covid-19 recommends that peo-
ple in high impact areas (like Pierce County) wear masks indoors.  
After consultation with our wardens and parish nurse, I commend 

this recommendation to you and encourage each person to make 
their own decision about wearing a mask in church if you are fully 

vaccinated.  I want to stress the importance of staying home and 

away from others if you are feeling sick or under the weather. 

 We respect each person and household making their own 

good decisions:  

• To return in person or to participate online 

• To wear a mask in church or not (some choose to do so) 

• To receive the wine or juice at communion or just the bread or to 

remain in your pew. 

• To sit in our socially-distanced section of pews or closer to         

others. 

In all the ways we are gathering and serving, St. Andrew’s is doing 

well.  I hope you will join in however seems good at this time. 

 As we re-gather, we need some help with a number of           

ministries.  Right away, we need volunteers to host refreshments  
after each service (8 am: sign up on Sundays or 10 am: see Sandy 
Dick), and to provide flowers or beautiful plants at the altar on  

Sunday (contact Sandy Dick or the Church Office).  We need help 
serving on Sunday as a Eucharistic minister to serve the chalice – 
please see me.  This Fall, we will need Sunday School teachers when 

we are ready to resume Sunday School. 

 The Vestry has decided that we are ready to hire Nursery 

staff.  (Milly Hickman moved away in 2020.)  Please ask interested 

candidates to contact me. 

 In this Tartan, you will find updates on Celtic Faire and          

Vestry actions. I will be on vacation August 3-15.  I am excited to 
announce that the Reverend Carola von Wrangel will preach and 

preside on Sunday, August 8, and share the ministry of Food for the  

      Continued on next page 
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Celtic Faire October 16-17—by Liz Herriges 

Poor (foodforthepoor.org).  On Sunday, August 15, the Reverend Carla Robinson will 

preach and preside.  (She was with us on  Pentecost.)  Fr. Jim Warnock will preside at 

our Wednesday Noon Communion services while I am away.  

 Finally, I am asking members of our Vestry and all in our congregation to consid-
er a special 5 session training program by Zoom about stewardship and the changing 
context of our parish ministries.  (This will be good leadership training for anyone inter-

ested in being more involved in leadership at St. Andrew’s.)  It will be offered on Sunday 
afternoons from 2-4 pm, Sept. 5-Oct. 3.  Please let me know if you are interested in be-

ing part of our parish team.  For more information, see ecww.org/project-resource. 

 Praise God for God’s wondrous love and care for us and for all people; may we 

open our hearts and hands to care as well. 

 Yours in Christ 

  Martin+ 

 As fall approaches, a number of people have been in conversation about what a 

Celtic Faire could look like for St. Andrew’s this year.  The general consensus is that          
although we are not yet ready for a return to our full Celtic Faire, we would like to have 

some activities that weekend. Here is what it is looking like so far.  
 
Saturday's Activities 

Celtic Spirituality seminar: This has typically been an hour or two on Sunday afternoon, 
but this year it will move to Saturday and be extended to a full afternoon,  possibly with 
multiple speakers. It would be the only thing happening during the day on Saturday. 

Evening Concert (Celeidh!):  This is very tentative based on the possibility of any groups 
that are rehearsing and willing to perform again.  

 
Sunday's activities 
Church on Sunday at both services will include the celebration of St. Andrew and the 

calling of the clans. We’ll put the clan emblems on the walls and hope to have pipers.  
The Scottish Dinner on Sunday will still happen, but it will be more of an in-house      

celebration of our re-gathering together. There may be a small auction as part of the   
dinner, and it will likely be a donation event, rather than charging for tickets.  
 

 Our Celtic Faire has been an important part of our St. Andrew’s community for 12 
years, providing many opportunities to build friendship as we work together in different 
areas. It has also been a great way to bring the greater community into our building. 

Many of our visitors come back every year to see dancers, sip tea, shop, purchase     
cookies, enjoy lunch and some music and more! We do plan to return to a full Celtic 

Faire, open to our community, hopefully next year.  
 
 Watch the Tartan for more information about the events and about how you can be               

involved.  
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Celtic Faire Auction—by Kristina Younger 

Evening Prayer every Sunday at 5 pm—by phone.  Information late in the week on our 

website. 

Wednesday Noon Communion Service every week in Church, half an hour, with homily 

and Holy Communion. 

Weekly Bible Study is on Summer break.  Beginning September 9: every Thursday at         
11-12Noon—by Zoom.  Led by Fr. Martin. No background needed.  (The link is on the          

website under Adult Education.) 

Ongoing Events 

Notes on Financial Stewardship:  

 Donations of Stock and IRA Distributions 

The plan for this year’s Celtic Faire Auction is for it to be smaller than in years past. 

However, like to past, its success relies on the generosity of parishioners, such as your-
self. Around a dozen or so baskets, artwork, vacation packages, “fun experiences,” etc. 

are needed.  

 If you are able to assist in any way, please contact Kristina Younger (8 o’clocker) – 

Madrona1415@hotmail.com or cell 360.674.6423  

Looking forward to seeing everyone on October 17 at the auction/dinner to celebrate 

 If you are considering selling investments of stock to contribute to the Church, 

consider instead donating the stock itself.  That way you do not pay taxes on the sale 

proceeds as income, but you receive the value of the stock as a donation. 

 If you have an IRA, after a certain age you must take a required minimum               
distribution (RMD) of the funds each year.  Consider having your RMD donated directly 
to the Church, avoiding taxes on the income, satisfying the distribution requirement, and 

receiving the charitable deduction. 

Glory & Praise leading music , July 2021 
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Vestry Viewpoint—by Giorah Bour 

Unwritten Stories 

 Stories write themselves. So when it was my turn to write a short article for this  

summer months edition, I wasn’t worried. Yet here I am. Staring at a blank page on an 

empty screen with even less inspiration. Waiting. Hoping. Praying. Maybe God is busy.  

Good stories have a beginning, a middle and an end. Where to begin when I don’t know the 

ending. Where to end, if this white page remains unwritten? Watching my kids learning to 
read and write is like watching one of those unwritten pages, seeing them unfold, the rapid 

progress and the disappointing mistakes. I suppose all stories are personal journeys,           
undertaken by the writer and the reader alike. We all travel in the same direction, but at 
different speeds. I have to be your traffic light though and temper your expectations. There 

is very little to see after the year we have had. And what little there was burned up in the 
heat wave. I will be winging this as they say, just as I was while helping my kids with their 

school work.  

 Some journeys -and some stories- have a clearly defined goal. They are trips to the 
grocery store to get milk. In the past year we wanted to be in the store surrounded by other 

people. At the same time we wanted to get back to the relative safety of our homes.                  
Enduring other peoples glare from behind a mask while being afraid of and yet yearning for 
what little interaction there was to be had is too much emotional ambiguity for my taste. 

But still better than none at all despite being such a poor substitute. Oh, and I still                
returned without a big jug of milk. But typically, with cold ice cream and red wine strangely 

enough. I have three kids after all. At church we made similar steps by streaming our            
service and calling parishioners. Better than nothing and maybe not as good as before. So 
that was last years journey, when mid-day Zooming into church or school provided a life 

line, even if only in digital form.  

 Other journeys simply just help us grow. These road trips are like little vacations for 

the mind as we drive around and around in ever larger circles only to end up back home. 
Pointless at some level, since I won’t end up with ice cream, but useful in the longer term. 
It’s cathartic. Just as listening to the Sunday sermon is, regardless of whether it is in           

person or remotely. It helps us to focus on what is truly important. The pandemic certainly 
helped me figure out what is central in my life. My kids are, for instance. To help them on 
their own road trip, with all the ups and downs on the way and the time randomly                  

consumed, is rewarding in its own way. Repetition, going in circles, is how we learn and 

grow after all. This year is more like a road trip. At least, that is how it feels. 

Sometimes journeys and road trips mix up to make a surprisingly tasty cocktail. I am still 
trying to convert a van into something we can use on family camping vacations. Last year it 
was nowhere near being done. Luckily, we didn’t have much of an urge to go anywhere         

during the pandemic anyways. This year? Well, it is still not done. But a lot more done than 
before. Building it out has been and is a journey with a defined goal (we want to take it on a 
long trip across a small part of this beautiful continent) and a road trip growing my skill set 

(and severely testing my limited patience and my poor tools) at the same time. We have         
taken it out on several trips despite its unfinished state. That is how I discovered that my 

kids now can read signs here and there. It’s fun to watch their minds understand the world 
around them more and more. That is their journey at present. Nowhere near done. And yet, 
nowhere near the beginning either. Much like our journeys, and road trip at the same time, 

to Saint Andrews. Never done, ever evolving.  
 

          Continued on next page 
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Let’s be honest. It is certainly nice seeing our wandering world abruptly awaken from the 

slow slumber party that was last year. Instead of imagining people in their PJ’s on yet 
another Zoom call, we suddenly are all dressed and recreating it seems. Yet, isn’t a road 

trip without a small hickup uneventful? And easily forgotten? On one of the trips we  
undertook this year, my daughter wandered off from our campsite. It was a State park 
wedged between a deep lake and a busy freeway. She was lost for about a very long hour 

or so. When the drowning alarm started to go off time stopped for me. Everything came 
to a halt while we frantically looked for her. Long story short, she was found about a 
mile or two away, safe and sound. Her own little road trip came to a happy end. The 

park ranger even gave her a badge. I didn’t get one, now that I think back. I expect we 

will have some hiccups on our journey to church as well. But we will frantically manage. 

Last year in church, we invested in equipment to stream the Sunday service, when 
Covid broke out. We will continue to do so, even as we are returning one by one to the 
sanctuary. At school they invested in new methods to help my kids and yours learn           

remotely. I suspect snow days are a thing of the past. As for me, I invested in two way 
radios, that my three children now carry around the camp grounds. I now have to listen 

to them chatting all the time. Three ways where we frantically found alternate routes on 

our collective travels. I am confident we will find more routes if we need to again. 

All journeys are stories. The pages on how church services in particular and society in 

general will unfold as they react to the aftermath of Covid are still unwritten of course. 
The paragraphs and chapters about my kids growing up are coming along nicely and are 
really fun to experience, even though they are bound to shorten my life span. The third 

act with our camper van is about to start. We will drive across America. Yes, I know.  
Unfinished. I’ll keep you posted. If we make it back that is. These are all journeys. And 

trips. And stories. We will arrive, we will grow and we will share. Just like Saint An-

drews. 

And sometimes there is no journey, no story. Just banter. Like my kids at the camp site 

using their radios to inquire after dinner. Did I mention the van also has a long antenna 
and powerful receiver to pick up my kids from far away? And you know what I suddenly 
realized? Apparently, stories do write themselves, with hiccups and all. Even though I 

was lost at first. It runs in the family, apparently. Maybe you were lost as well. But God 

was and is listening. 

See you soon in church. 
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July Vestry Highlights—Senior Warden Judy Nelson 

Pie in the Park 

Join us Friday, August 20 

6:30 PM @ Cirque Park 

7401 Cirque Dr W, University Place, WA 98466 
 

Bring a pie of your choice and meet at the picnic shelter where we will enjoy 

our pies. Please bring an empty dish to carry home some Pie exchange pie. 

Thanks, Reberta 

 

We will do a pie exchange with the extra servings of pie (similar to cookie exchange).    
So you might go home with 2 different pieces of pie. Paper plates, paper cups will be  

provided, please bring your own utensils. Coffee and water available. 
 

St. Andrews Vestry met on July 19th in person for the first time since last year! All     

members were in attendance. 

•  Father Martin has a new baby grandson and mentioned he would be travelling to 

meet him this week.  He will also be on vacation from August 3rd thru August 15th. 

•  The Bishop is offering a 5 session Stewardship training on zoom beginning on         

Sunday September 5th.  Each session will be two hours, Sundays from 2 to 4 pm.            
St. Andrews will sign up a team of participants. Vestry members are encouraged to  

participate. 

•  Reviewed the re-opening of the church, how it was going, and if any further           

adjustments need to be made at this time.  None were suggested. 

•  Celtic Faire preparations are beginning with Liz Herriges meeting with previous  

leaders about what to include. 

•  The Kitchen Renovation leaders met with the architects to begin revising the existing 

plans.  Building code requirements are being reviewed, then new cost estimates will be 

prepared. 

•  Heard a progress report from the Children’s Sunday School and Youth Ministry 

team.  They are planning a meeting soon, and are focusing on finding a nursery          
attendant now that in person services are being held and families are retuning to the 

sanctuary. (See Father Martin’s weekly news for details.) This will be followed by work 

on Sunday School activities. 

•  There are three potential adult education classes under discussion for this Fall. 

Each will be a single stand-alone class.  

•  John Cain reported that the Pierce County Homeless Coalition meets every Friday 

morning at 9am by zoom. Anyone may tune in after registering. It is free. Go to  

pchomeless.org/  

•  June Financials were reviewed and approved.  (posted in the Ada Webb room) 

•  Next Vestry meeting will be in person on August 16th at 7pm in the Ada Webb room.  

This meeting is open to all members of the congregation 
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August Birthdays 

August Anniversaries 

1 Matthew Wolfer 

2 Theresa DeGennaro 
4 Wynn Hoffman 
 Grace Beckham 

7 Don Bishop 
9 Sunshine DeGennaro 

10 Jordan Cameron 

12 Emily (Yabroff) Bradley 

15 Cynthia Johnston 

17 Derek Ramage 
18 Don Ramage 

 Joanne Ames 
25 Thomas Yabroff 

26 Nita Cameron 
 Rita Fleischmann 

29 Margie Hoffman 

30 Alex Yabroff 

31 Martin Yabroff 

  

  

  

  
Address, Phone and Email additions 

8-3-1991  Brian and Karen Burdick 

8-3-1980 Dave and Pam Tinsley 

8-5  Tom and Marilyn Baker 

8-17-2003 Wayne and Patty Mannie 

8-21-1971 Bill and Jean Lubken 

Paul Shields and Maria Bazhenova  Contact the Church Office for details 

Jackson St. Food 

Bank has         
re-opened, with 

computer        
registration and 

service outdoors.   

 

June 2021 
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  

                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. St. Andrew’s 

Vestry Members 

Giorah Bour (Vestry Clerk) 

Maggie Burdick 

Kendall Burch 

John Cain 

Devyn Cameron 

Tom Egnew (Junior Warden) 

Margo Fleshman 

Norbert Herriges 

Judy Nelson (Senior Warden) 

 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 

The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 

The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 

Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 

Mary Boyce, RN, Parish Nurse 

Pam Tinsley M.Div., Pastoral Associate 

 

 

Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 

 

* 

Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


