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Dear Friends, 
 I find it hard to imagine that I have served with you here for 14 years  
(the 4th longest tenure in the history of St. Andrew’s).  It doesn’t seem that 
long.  But then, a lot has happened since Palm Sunday 2007. 
 We began with some difficult issues and discussions, through which 
we grew in dealing with disagreements and are moving ahead in ministry 
with faith and respect.   
 We sought together God’s vision and engaged in our Rise, Renew, 
Rejoice capital campaign to raise (to our amazement) some half a million 
dollars to strengthen our ministries through making our building accessible 
and efficient.  At the same time, additional vision and fund-raising led to 
the purchase and installation of our wonderful pipe organ.  And now work 
is picking up again after a pandemic break to renovate our parish kitchen 
to better support St. Andrew’s ministries of hospitality and service. 
 St. Andrew’s has a heritage of community outreach and service, from 
tithing our giving for various non-profit agencies, projects and scholarships, 
supporting ministries such as the Jackson Street Food Bank and Phoenix 
housing, and hosting community groups such as AA.  We are now          
mobilizing to support and welcome refugees from Afghanistan and         
elsewhere (not a first time for this parish). 
 St. Andrew’s continues to support persons discerning God’s call to 
ordained ministry.  While I have been here, we have walked with Jessie 
Smith and Peggy Schnack, and Meghan Mullarkey in her curacy, and now 
are supporting Pam Tinsley, Jeffrey Boyce and Steve Kieta.   
 St. Andrew’s co-founding with Temple Beth El of the Jackson Street 
Food Bank exemplifies this congregation’s ministries with other churches 
and faith traditions.  Along the way, our many Ecumenical Good Friday 
Services (with 12-13 co-sponsoring churches), Episcopal-Lutheran          
Ascension Day Services, and leadership with the interfaith Associated   
Ministries are further evidence of this commitment. 
 This September and October, we continue this engagement as we 
welcome Pastor Terry Kyllo of Paths to Understanding 
(www.pathstounderstanding.org) to preach and lead a forum on Sunday, 
Sept. 26, and then return on the weekend of October 9/10 to explore  
Christian, Jewish and Muslim dialogue and allyship. 
 St. Andrew’s is a welcoming, relatively diverse congregation, with 
new and long-time members serving together on the Vestry and other   
leadership teams.  We continue to welcome new members, including       
recently as we again offer in-person services.  Our congregation and witness 
have also expanded as we live-stream our 10 am Sunday services. 
 As I reflect on all that has been going on over these past 14 years, 
and all that St. Andrew’s has mean in the lives of so many over its 131-year 
history, I am so thankful for how God has worked through us all – in ways 
we may not yet fully understand – to share God’s love through Jesus 
Christ. 
 Yours in Christ, 
  Martin+ 
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Prologue to a New Chapter in the Life of St. Andrew’s— Wardens 

Judy Nelson and Tom Egnew 

 Most of us were likely taken by surprise by Fr. Martin’s announcement of his          

retirement as Rector of St. Andrew’s. But priests are not immortal, so these changes are   
inevitable in parish life. For this reason, the Diocese of Olympia has a well delineated      

process for congregations undergoing clerical transitions. For those interested, the process 
can be found on the following link: https://resources.ecww.org/sites/default/files/
resources/TransitionClergyResource.pdf 

 Your Vestry will be working closely with the Diocese as we go through a process of 
saying goodbye to Fr. Martin; taking some time to reflect upon who we are as a parish and 
what our spiritual needs and goals might be; calling forth a Rector; and welcoming our new 

spiritual leader. Along the way, the vestry will be seeking help from parishioners for the  

profile and search committees required for a thoughtful transition.  

 During this transition, there is a critical role for the members of our congregation: 

• To keep loving Jesus, each other, our community 

• To participate in self-study and listening work (often done by the profile committee) 

• To pray for your elected leadership 

• To pray for Fr. Martin as he prepares to depart 

• To pray for the priest that God is even now calling to St. Andrew’s 

• To continue to pledge, attend, participate, and be transformed in and by the life of St. 

Andrew’s 

 While transitions can be difficult, they are also times for growth and development. We 

have the opportunity to consider where we’ve been as a parish and how we might wish to 
further mature in the service of God and each other; and we have the gift of thoughtfully  
selecting a new spiritual leader who can help us move towards making our dreams become 

reality.  

 Let us begin this journey by expressing our gratitude for the faithful service of Fr. 
Martin these past 14 years. He is leaving a strong, healthy parish. While many activities 

were curtailed due to COVID, under his able guidance we have stayed connected as a parish 
and continue to strive to know Christ and to make Christ known. Our outreach giving to the 

community has been more important than ever during the pandemic. Formal goodbyes for 
Fr. Martin will be planned for the next couple of months, but in the meantime consider     
expressing your personal appreciation to him; he is going through a meaningful transition 

as well and deserves our support.  

 Should you have questions about the process we shall be undertaking or wish to 

share comments or concerns, please feel free to contact any Vestry member.  

Blessings—Judy Nelson, Senior Warden and Tom Egnew, Junior Warden 

https://resources.ecww.org/sites/default/files/resources/TransitionClergyResource.pdf
https://resources.ecww.org/sites/default/files/resources/TransitionClergyResource.pdf
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Vestry Viewpoint—by Devyn Cameron 

 Here we are at the end of another summer, and I can feel the transition to fall coming. The days 
are getting a little shorter, the pumpkins in our garden are starting to turn orange, we received the back
-to-school calendar from Tacoma School district last week, the Celtic Faire planning is underway and at 
work, the back-to-school sports physicals are filling up my schedule. I can't help but always feel a little 
nostalgic at the end of every summer and this one is no exception, perhaps even more than usual, due 
to the events of the past year and a half.  In Spring of 2019, in the early stages of the pandemic, we 
made the decision to pull our oldest daughter from school 1 week before Spring break and had planned 
to home school her for the rest of the year. This decision was completely unrelated to the pandemic and 
we thought it would be a piece of cake.  Then suddenly, ALL the schools were closed and our son was 
also sent home from school. At the same time, I was pregnant with our third baby and expecting to give 
birth sometime in mid-June. A month or so after the school shutdown, yet another surprise hit us when 
she arrived almost 6 weeks early, giving us a bit of a shock with her dramatic entrance. Since then, 
apart from my part-time return to work last fall, we've all been home together. No return to school in the 
fall for either of the older two kids, no time with just the new baby as we had planned, no new career for 
my husband, Jordan. If I'm being honest, it's been intense. Having 3 kids at home all the time is really 
exhausting and at times, quite overwhelming. Time alone or time with just my spouse sometimes feels 
unattainable. It can feel never-ending. But then when I look back at the time we have all spent together 
as a family I can't help but feel secretly grateful that we've all been forced to be stuck at home together 
for the last 18 months. Sure, I've missed lots of things, (in-person church for one, it feels so good to be 
back to seeing so many of you face to face!) but Jordan and I have been able to spend more time than 
ever before with our children. We’ve always worked really hard to keep our children out of daycare so for 
much of our marriage, Jordan and I have worked opposite shifts and/opposite days which led to few 
days off all together as a family. With all of us at home for this time we’ve had so many special shared 
experiences.  Sylas and Ewen have seen their baby sister grow and change, right before their eyes. They 
saw her take her first steps, heard her first words, take her first bites of foods- all things they likely 
would not have experienced had they been back in school full-time last fall. Jordan and I have also         
experienced these milestones together, something we didn’t get to do with our other children. 

 As some of you probably already know, I tend to be a very busy person. I have lots of hobbies and 
love to learn new things. This time at home has really forced me to slow down. I remember as a kid, our 
wall calendar was always full to the brim with activities- from dance and swimming lessons for my sister 
and I, to PTA meetings and belly dance  dance troupe for my mom, music lessons as I got older and 
Camp Fire meetings every week for all of us. We were frequently on the go! One thing that stands out to 
me in my memory though is that summer was a time to slow down. I cherished my summers at home 
with my family. Things just slowed down, we paused most lessons and meetings, we played outside eve-
ry day, made cookies and went camping, we just spent time together as a family- we were forced to take 
it easy. Those summers feel a lot like the last 18 months- no sports or lessons outside the house and 
instead countless backyard sibling playtimes, lots of gardening, baking, cooking, reading and knitting- 
we're all just moving at a different pace. There have been, and continue to be, many difficult things 
about this pandemic, but I think the forced slowdown is the thing I am most grateful for. I realized the 
other day that this is likely the only time in my children's lives that all of them will spend this much 
time together as a family. Their ages are quite spread out, Sylas is 10, Ewen is 6 and Ellowyn just past a 
year old. Never again will we spend a whole year together at home like we have! So despite the intensity 
of having us all home together, realizing it's coming to an end with the end of this summer is especially 
bittersweet. I'm excited for the kids to return to school, for Ewen to start kindergarten and Sylas to enter 
into "Upper El" (elementary) at their wonderful Montessori school and for Ellowyn to get to spend some 
one-on-one time with her parents. There is a part of me that can't wait to have the kids go back to 
school but then there is another part that never wants this time to end. So as we all head off into the 
fall, I'm doing my best to continue to slow down and remember the incredible gift I've been given.  

          (Continued on next page) 
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Vestry viewpoint, continued 

THE MOTTO OF THE ORDER For His Sake 
    I am but one, but I am one. 

    I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 

    What I can do, I ought to do. 

    What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do. 

    Lord, what will you have me do? 

 This year I took on the challenge (for me) of sending out cards and the Church Update by Fa-
ther Martin, to those that did not have access to the computers to get online. 3 other daughters 
joined me, Julee Rawlins, Berna Moody, and Pam Tinsley.  We each took a week.  This is what God 
wanted me to do.   
 Going through my files for something inspirational, I found this “Commitment” by Johann 
Wolfgang Von Goethe.   

COMMITMENT 
Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, the chance to draw back, always ineffectiveness,           
concerning all acts of initiative (and creation).  There is one elementary truth, the ignorance of which 
kills countless ideas and splendid plans: that the moment one definitely commits oneself, then     
Providence moves too.  All sorts of things occur to help one that would never otherwise have occurred. 
A whole stream of events issues from the decision, raising in ones’ favour all manner of unforeseen           
incidents and meetings and material assistance which no man could have dreamed would have come 
his way.  Whatever you can do or dream you can, begin it. Boldness has genius, power and magic in 
it.  Begin it now. 
 Such a challenge at first.  I spent the 3 weeks worrying if I did it right, what would they like 
to hear? Then something happened about the 5th month in, I started looking forward to it.  Reach-
ing out to parishioners that were not able to get to us.  It wasn’t about me anymore; it was about 
what God wanted, giving to others.  Researching and looking up something, helped me learn even 
more.  Thank you all for the notes and calls we received thanking us for this mission.   

To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me. (Col. 1:29) 

I think the thing I’m learning is also that it’s ok to feel both- it’s ok to be excited about the kids re-
turning to school and also be sad about this time together coming to an end; it’s ok to enjoy online 
church service at home in my pjs but also miss being in person; it’s ok to grieve what we’ve lost dur-
ing this pandemic but also be joyful about the time we’ve gained with our families. The farther I move 
forward with my life, the more I have to come to realize that things are rarely black or white (despite 
my desire for them to sometimes be that way!), it seems like we’re often in the gray and I’m learning to 
be more comfortable with that. Here’s to living a life of varying shades of all the colors! :) 

Daughters of the King—April Wallace 

Calling all Sunday school folks! Looking ahead to this fall, we are planning (cautiously 

hoping) to be able to restart Sunday school in October and we will need teachers and 
classroom assistants. This timeline will give us a chance to observe the changes that may 

happen with the pandemic after schools in our community restart and will give us time to 
make any adjustments that may be needed. If you are interested in helping out with   
Sunday school in any capacity please contact Devyn Cameron or Fr. Martin. 
 

We are also seeking Nursery attendants for when we begin Nursery care on Sundays.   

2 hours per week.  Job description available—contact the Church Office. 

Sunday School at St. Andrew’s 

https://mindfulness4stressreduction.com/2013/03/01/commitment-johann-wolfgang-von-goethe/
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‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When 
did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? ’  
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.’ 
 In the coming months the United States and the Pacific Northwest expect thousands of  
refugees from war-torn Afghanistan to arrive to start new lives.  Most will arrive with very little 
and will need support and resources.  One way that St. Andrews can help is by joining Lutheran  
Community Services Northwest (lcsnw.org) to provide Refugee Starter Kits for families that will 
help them get started with basic supplies. 

 St. Andrew’s has set a goal of providing starter supply kits for at least 3 families in 3 
weeks, with the project starting September 5 and running through September 26.  We may be 
able to do more! This is a tangible way we can welcome our new neighbors and live into Christ’s 
call to us.  

There are three ways to help with this project: 

  You can donate all the items in an entire kit.   Items need to be packed in a box or plastic 
tub, labeled with the name of the kit, and left unsealed.  Kits can be brought to the church. 

 You can donate one or more of the items for a kit.  All items should be new, and can be left 
at the church. Check with the church office before you purchase in order to avoid duplication. 

 You can make a cash donation that will be used to purchase items for the kits.  Checks 
can be made out to St. Andrews and identified in the memo line for “Afghan Refugee Starter Kits”.  
You can also make a donation online by going to the church website and clicking on the donation 
button. 

   “I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; and 

because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do something that I can do.”  Helen Keller 

Community Outreach—Kendall Burch, Diane Walworth, Margo Fleshman 
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August Vestry Highlights—Senior Warden Judy Nelson 

St. Andrews Vestry met on August 16th, in person and masked.  

• The minutes, agenda and financials were all approved as presented 
• Five vestry members, our Treasurer, the Rector, and Pam Tinsley will participate in the 

bishop’s stewardship training:  “Project Resource” 
• The Children/Youth Ministries shared their work.  They will wait until school begins to 

actively look for a nursery attendant.  They recommend reconnecting with the Tacoma 

Ecumenical Ministry as it reorganizes for youth engagement.  It was agreed to wait at 
least until October to begin Sunday School and Nursery Care due to the latest wave of 
the pandemic. 

• The Kitchen Committee is looking at their revised proposal and will be meeting with the 
architect and contractor on August 24th to discuss building codes and health              

requirements so as to start determining costs for the potential revision. The existing 
kitchen fund is paying for the hourly work with the architect. 

• Adult ministries have scheduled several classes and workshops over the coming months.  

Path to Understanding is the first workshop focusing on understanding among  Chris-
tians, Muslims and Jews in today’s world.  Terry Kyllo will preach September 26th with a 

forum after the 10 am service, with a community engagement discussion either October 
9th or 10th to follow. 

• Celtic Faire preparations are beginning.  There will be a Spirituality seminar on Saturday 

October 16th.  Martin is in contact with previous leaders and a one-day event is being 
planned.  Celtic Faire Parish Dinner will be on Sunday evening, October 17. 

• Music ministry proposal brought by Naomi Shiga for two organ concerts was accepted by 

the vestry. 
• Father Martin announced his retirement to the vestry and spent the remainder of the 

meeting discussing this news. 
• Next Vestry meeting will be in person on Tuesday, September 21 at 7pm in the Ada 

Webb room.  This meeting is open to all members of the congregation. 

The Jackson Street Food Bank has been open now for 3 months and our numbers are still 

running in the range of 25-26 families. (Pre pandemic we had been serving about 65-70 
families.) We are hoping the word will get out that we are open again.  Interestingly each 

month we have had about 10 families that have returned for the first time since we   reo-
pened but many folks have not returned on a monthly basis.   We could still use more vol-
unteer help both in the morning and in the afternoon. Many of our volunteers have not 

returned to help.  To keep people safer from Covid, we are setting up the distribution out-
side.  We will continue that as long as the weather cooperates.  Please help spread the 
word that the food bank is open  and if you know of anyone who is available to help on 

the LAST Wednesday  of each month, have them contact Virginia Gaub or Ed Wolfer.  

 

Update on Jackson Street Foodbank 
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September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 

1 Alex Gaub 

2 Devena Thomsen 
5 Dave Lester 

7 Don Bishop 
8 Carol Baarsma 

17 Helen Abbott 

 David Abbott 
19 Brad Lubken 

20 Margo Girard 

23 Carolyn Mayer 

 Kevin Moody 

24 Clara Greer 
28 Reberta Skinner 

 Jeff Rhodes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

9-1-1960 Don and Judy White 

9-11-1954 Art and Doralda Anderson 

9-11  Bill and Yvonne Barker 

9-13-1991 Benner and Holli Greer 

9-21-1968 Wynn and Margie Hoffman 

Evening Prayer every Sunday at 5 pm—by phone.  Information late in the week on our 

website. 

Wednesday Noon Communion Service every week in Church, half an hour, with homily 

and Holy Communion. 

Weekly Bible Study — Beginning again September 9: every Thursday at 11-12Noon—by 
Zoom.  Led by Fr. Martin. No background needed.  (The link is on the website under Adult 

Education.) 

Ongoing Events 

 Last month I included in the Tartan a note on donations of stock and IRA distributions.  I 
want to clarify what I was trying to say.  Neither I nor any member of the parish or diocese is able 
to give financial or tax advice - all individuals must confer with their own tax or investment advi-
sors before making any decisions. 

 That said, according to the Fidelity website, qualified individuals can donate all or part of 
their annual Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)  from their IRA to a qualified charitable organi-
zation and can meet their legal RMD and, by virtue of the donation, reduce their tax liability. This 
option is called a QCD, or qualified charitable distribution. There are restrictions related to the type 
of IRA, the age of the individual, and the status of the receiving organization. Since Saint Andrew’s 
is a separately incorporated religious non-profit organization, it should be eligible to receive such a 
distribution. The individual must arrange for this distribution through the guardian/administrator 
of the IRA and do so in accordance with all applicable regulations. 

 In terms of donating stock, the same principles apply – the stock itself is donated and the 
value of the stock is the sale price on the date of donation. The donor does not pay capital gains tax 
but claims the sales value of the stock as a charitable donation. The diocese has a brokerage ac-
count that is able to accept stock donations directly, immediately sell the stock, and transfer the 
proceeds to St. Andrew’s.   

 It should be clarified that if one donates their stock or RMD directly, one cannot also take 
the charitable deduction against other income.  (“no double-dipping.”) 

Clarification on Notes on Financial Stewardship:  Donations of Stock 

and IRA Distributions—Martin Yabroff 
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  

                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. St. Andrew’s 
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Giorah Bour (Vestry Clerk) 

Maggie Burdick 

Kendall Burch 

John Cain 

Devyn Cameron 
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Margo Fleshman 

Norbert Herriges 

Judy Nelson (Senior Warden) 

 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 

The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 

The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 

Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 

Mary Boyce, RN, Parish Nurse 

Pam Tinsley M.Div., Pastoral Associate 

 

 

Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 
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Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


