
 

 

October 2021 

A Message to the Parish 
 

by Fr. Martin Yabroff 
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Dear Friends, 

 We begin this month of October by remembering St. Francis of 
Assisi and blessing animals on Sunday, October 3 at both services.  

You are welcome to bring your pet to church for special prayers and 
blessings, or to bring a photo or symbol of your pet at home or one no 
longer with you for prayers of thanksgiving.  Children may bring a 

stuffed animal to symbolize their love of animals. 

 On Sunday, October 10, we will have Kristen King of our           
diocesan Refugee Resettlement Office with us to speak briefly at the 

end of each service and then to lead a forum after the second service on 
welcoming Afghan refugee families to our community and how                      

St. Andrew’s can help. 

 On Sunday, October 17, we will celebrate the Feast of St. Andrew 
at both 8 am and 10 am with the Kirking of the Tartans and reflection 

on Celtic Spirituality.  Our 10 am service will include bagpipes. 

 October 31 will be my last Sunday with you as priest and pastor.  

This is my last Tartan letter to you as your rector. 

 I am finding this transition time – ending a chapter and going  
forward into a new chapter, for both me and for you as the people of  

St. Andrew’s – to be unsettling in some ways.  You are a wonderful  
congregation, and I will miss being your pastor.  At the same time, I feel 
very confident – confident in God’s care and guidance for us all, and 

confident in you: the leaders and people of St. Andrew’s. 

 Guided by the Bishop’s Office, your Vestry will lead you in the 

work of transition, in calling an Interim Minister and in Profile and 
Search Committee work, and in seeking God’s mission for St. Andrew’s 
going forward.  St. Andrew’s is a healthy and vital congregation, and its 

ministries of welcoming and serving are desperately needed today.  
These times will nevertheless challenge you all to step up in ministry 

and service to cover any gaps during this transition. 

 While none of us can see what the next chapter will be like yet for 
either of us, we can be at peace as we trust God, focus on Jesus and 

his way of love, and pay attention to the Holy Spirit guiding us on. 

 I am thankful for your patience with me and your forgiveness for 

my many errors and misjudgments over these 14 years. 

 On the last Sunday of October, we will share this prayer to God 
who has been with us in all we have been through, and who goes          

forward with us all:      

       Continued on next page 
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Daughters of the King—by April Wallace 

 We will continue our Study of “The Book of Common Prayer” by Vicki K. Black. on 

Sunday, October 17 after the 10 AM service in the Puddecombe Hall downstairs. Please 
mark your calendars for the 3rd Sunday of each month after the 10 AM service.  Last 

month, Jeffrey Boyce offered us an enlightening history of the BCP.     

 The Order of the Daughters’ of the King Vision Statement: Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, our vision as Daughters is to know Jesus Christ, to make him known to others, and 

to reflect God’s love throughout the world.   

 All women are always warmly invited to attend any of our meetings/events and to 
participate however they might be called in this meaningful ministry of prayer, service and 

evangelism.  

O God, you have bound us together for a time as pastor and people to work for the              
advancement of your kingdom in this place: We give you humble and hearty thanks for the 

ministry which we have shared in these years now past. 

 

Lord, we thank you for your patience with us despite our blindness and slowness of heart. 

We thank you for your forgiveness and mercy in the face of our many failures. 

 

Especially we thank you for your never-failing presence with us through these years, and 

for the deeper knowledge of you and of each other which we have attained. 

 

We thank you for those who have been joined to this part of Christ’s family through           
baptism and through being welcomed among us.  We thank you for those we have sent on 
to other mission fields and those who have gone on to their eternal home in you.  We thank 
you for opening our hearts and minds again and again to your Word, and for  feeding us 

abundantly with the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of your Son. 

 

Now, we pray, be with those who leave and with us who stay; and grant that all of us, by 
drawing ever nearer to you, may always be close to each other in the communion of your 

saints. All this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

 Martin+ 
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Transitions abound! —by Pam Tinsley 

 During the holiday season, the Seattle Seafarers Center (Mission to Seafarers) gives away 
1,000 ditty bags to merchant seafarers. These small gifts are one way we welcome and care for 
seafarers during the holiday season, especially while seafarers are far away from their homes 
and families. 

  You help make that happen! Let’s work as a congregation towards making our own St. 
Andrew’s contribution this year. How to you can participate: 

Before November 20th: 

 Purchase supplies, such as full sized deodorant, shaving cream, toothpaste, shampoo/body 

wash combo, disposable razors, and a toothbrush sealed in a single pack. 

 Knit a hat!  (https://www.mts-seattle.org/knit-or-sew-for-ditty-bags)   

 Sew ditty bags! (https://www.mts-seattle.org/ditty-bag-pattern 

 
See Mary Boyce for questions, printed patterns, and yarn (360-271-2020) 

 Join us this year on Saturday, November 20, 2021 as we stuff those ditty bags for this 
year’s Christmas season. We will gather from 9:30-noon at St. John Episcopal Church (3050 
California Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98116) in West Seattle from 9:30-noon. Join us for all or any 
part of the time. 

 

 

 It is with deep gratitude and humility that I share some wonderful news with you. I 

have received word that it is time for me to plan for ordination to the transitional            
diaconate in mid-December! The transitional diaconate is the next significant step in my 

process toward ordination to the priesthood. It is a minimum of six months during which 
I will gain practical experience under the guidance of a priest. Currently, ordinations to 
the transitional diaconate take place at Diocesan House and include only immediate           

family and presenters.  

 This news comes after an intense first half of 2021, during which I completed my 

Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), a course in Anglican Theology through the Church         

Divinity School of the Pacific, and seven ordination exams.  

 It is my hope and prayer that you who have so faithfully encouraged and supported 

me on this long and circuitous journey can celebrate with me at my priestly ordination in 

June at St. Mark’s Cathedral – God willing and the people consenting! 

 Again, I am so blessed by your love and prayers!  

Ditty Bags!! —by Mary Boyce 

https://www.mts-seattle.org/knit-or-sew-for-ditty-bags)
https://www.mts-seattle.org/ditty-bag-pattern
https://www.mts-seattle.org/ditty-bag-pattern
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Evening Prayer every Sunday at 5 pm—by phone.  Information late in the week on our 

website. 

Wednesday Noon Communion Service every week in Church, half an hour, with homily 

and Holy Communion. 

Weekly Bible Study — Beginning again September 9: every Thursday at 11-12Noon—by 
Zoom.  Led by Fr. Martin. No background needed.  (The link is on the website under Adult 

Education.) 

Ongoing Events 

Let us Prepare for Fall and Winter—by Mary Boyce, RN 

  As summer wanes and the children go back to school it's time to think about cold 

and flu season. In 2020 most of us isolated at home so the flu season was almost non-
existent. However most of us have been out and about in 2021 and the risk is higher this 

year. The most vulnerable are the youngest and oldest among us.  

 There are many things we can do to care for and protect one another. Getting Your 
Vaccines is #1. We are beginning to see flu shots available in the pharmacies. In the         

hospital we typically begin flu shots the first of October. I always remind people that getting 
the flu shot will stop you from getting sick, but it may stop you from dying from the flu.  
I’ve heard a lot of seatbelt analogies to vaccines. Wearing one will not prevent a car               

accident, but should you have one it greatly increases your chance of walking away from it. 
If you have not yet, or know someone who has not yet received his or her Covid-19 vaccine, 

 I strongly encourage you to do it now. Our Tacoma hospitals are in surge mode as 
our ICU beds fill, mainly with people fighting Covid-19, which could prevent someone from 
having access to basic quality care. Despite the fact that we have all grown weary of the 

warnings and information overload, the virus has not slowed it’s attack on us.                  
Unvaccinated people are at Extreme High Risk. Breakthrough infections continue to be 

spread everywhere. The latest variant is so contagious that people are spreading it before 

they feel sick. However having the vaccine will lessen the time one is contagious.  

 Think of our children under 12 who do not yet have the chance to be vaccinat-

ed.   (As I write this, Pfizer is petitioning the FDA, and I hope this will mean a vaccine for        

5-12 year-olds by the end of October.) 

  I believe it is our responsibility to provide the safest environment possible for them, 

our future. Having the adults around them be vaccinated is currently our best defense. As 
always, wearing our masks, washing our hands, eating well, staying hydrated, and                

maintaining a safe six foot distance from one another still applies. When we all work          
together we can create a happy and healthy fall and winter. Please call, text or email me 

with any comments or concerns. 360-271-2020 rnmaryo@gmail.com 

St. Andrew’s St. Andrew’s Day Celebration, on Sunday October 17th is our day to         

celebrate our Celtic heritage.  We celebrate by posting crests representing our             
congregation’s Celtic roots in the sanctuary.  I invite all of our new worshipers to share 

their family heritage—just simply turn in an 8x10 piece of paper with your clan name.  I 
will need your information on that paper by Sunday October 10th.  Please leave your    

information at the church office. 

St. Andrew’s Clan celebration—by Rena Girard 

mailto:rnmaryo@gmail.com
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Meet our Missioner for Homeless Ministries—by Tom Egnew, Jr. Warden 

Vestry September Highlights—by Judy Nelson, Senior Warden 

St. Andrews Vestry met on September 21st by zoom. 

• The minutes, agenda and financials were all approved as presented 
• Several Vestry members have been participating in the bishop’s 5 week stewardship training 

program by Zoom.  Many good ideas are being shared but will need to be adapted to St. An-
drews needs.  

• Martin reviewed plans for special events during the next 6 weeks, including Pastor Terry Kylo 
on September 26th. 

• Vestry reviewed the required Letter of Separation for Father Martin and approved it as written. 
Letter has been sent to the Diocese for signatures. Next step is for the vestry to meet with the 
Reverend Arienne Davison, Canon to the Ordinary, to discuss next steps in the process. 

• The Vestry endorsed Jeffrey Boyce for Ordination to the Diaconate 
• Celtic Faire preparations were reviewed and discussed.  Both the dinner and the spirituality 

events were cancelled due to increased covid concerns. 
• The Children/Youth Ministries shared their work.  No new developments on this front.  
• Cost of the kitchen is being identified, and will be reported out when available. 
• Plans for adult education were discussed.  Pastor Terry Kyllo will preach September 26th with a 

forum after the 10 am. There will be a speaker in October from the diocesan Refugee                
Resettlement Office regarding Afghan refugees settling locally. 

• Homeless ministries: homeless camps are being moved in Tacoma, but otherwise no news. 
• Training on opening and closing the building will be available for every vestry member, either at 

the next meeting or after services on Sundays. 
• Next Vestry meeting will be on Tuesday, October 19th at 7pm, perhaps in person in the Ada 

Webb room.  This meeting is open to all members of the congregation. 

And the crowds asked Jesus, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two 

tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Luke 3:10-11 

   In keeping with this directive from Jesus, St. Andrew’s supports a variety of ministries serving 
the poor and underserved in our community. Most of us are aware that we tithe 10% of our budget 
to various community agencies offering resources for our vulnerable brothers and sisters. And most 
know we team with the local Jewish synagogue to support a popular food bank. But fewer of us are 
aware that in our midst is a Missioner for Homeless Ministries.  

   Jeffrey Boyce has worked tirelessly to alleviate homelessness and chairs the Bishop’s Homeless 
Taskforce to coordinate the efforts of parishes and missions throughout the diocese to assist the 
homeless. Locally, he supports initiatives to end street homelessness and personally visits home-
less camps on a regular basis to assess needs, offer assistance, and provide fellowship to a group of 
souls who are often alienated from mainstream society. Being called to a ministry serving the 
homeless, Jeffrey is a Candidate for Ordination to the Vocational Diaconate.  

   If you haven’t had a chance, I encourage you to talk with Jeffrey about our local homelessness 
problem. He is a wealth of information that might change your perceptions of who the homeless are 
and what they want to offset the deprecating “shiftless/lazy/dangerous” narratives promoted in 
some media. And you can help Jeffrey’s ministry, too! With Fall, the weather cools, turns wet, and 
life for the homeless grows drearier. As you survey your household, do you note any blankets, 
coats, hats, shoes, and socks that you’re no longer using—maybe wear once a year or haven’t put 
on for a couple of years—that are just taking closet or dresser space? Consider donating them to a 
homeless person who can use them and isn’t concerned that the color is no longer in style. Dona-
tions should be in good repair and clean. Contact Jeffrey to arrange for delivery, and he can distrib-
ute them during his visitations. Do it because Jesus said to! 
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Community Outreach—by Margo Fleshman 

 Thanks to the generosity of so many caring St. Andrew people, the Afghan                    

Refugee  Starter Kits project is now completed.  Our goal was 15 kits.  Over 30 kits have 

now been packed and taken to Tacoma Community House.  

 In an update from Lutheran Community Services NW, they report that in the past 
year, they have resettled more than 80 Afghan allies with Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) in 
the Puget Sound and Portland regions -- more than 50 in the past three months alone. In 

the wake of the U.S. troop withdrawal from Afghanistan, they  are planning to assist           
hundreds more who were desperate to flee their Taliban-controlled country, including 

many whose immigration status is less secure. 

 I am hoping that in the future we can find other ways that the community of            
St. Andrew’s can help.  In the meantime, thanks to everyone who provided kits, money for 

kits, and personalized notes for each box. And thanks for the movers and packers for 

bringing it to a successful conclusion.  
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October Birthdays 

October Anniversaries 

2 Skip Broadhead 

4 Sue Lester 
 Greg Gaub 

8 Eve Yabroff 
9 Ingrid Gaub 

15 Jeffrey Boyce 

 Chuck Bonet 
17 Susan Rowe 

 Courtney Rainer 

20 Art Anderson 

 Jim Ball 
21 Ann Morgan 

22 Devyn Cameron 
23 Sarah Yabroff Glas 

24 Brian Burdick 

 David Dodson 

 Geri Schlosser 

25 Berna Moody 

27 Sean Moody 

28 Aidan Colbert 

29 Halley Egnew 

10-29  Chuck and Terry Bonet 

10-9-1989 Sandy and Kenneth Dick 

I was reading some meditations/reflections recently about 9/11, and they suggested writing 

about my day when 9/11 happened. 

 My knowledge of the 9/11 attack came when I turned on the radio at home and the 

newscaster wasn’t making any sense, thought it was a “War of the Worlds” type of pro-
gram. Called one of my sons asking if he had heard anything weird, he told me about the 
attack and to turn on the television. When I saw some of the footage it made me sick to 

my stomach, the description of how the high jackers commandeered the cockpits was 
worse. I had recently retired as a Flight Attendant so could fully visualize what had hap-
pened to the crews. Gruesome! 

 I only watched for awhile then realized I needed to do something positive as I was 
getting very distressed. I thought we could open up the church for pray so contacted        

Virginia G. (church member) to see if we should call everyone from church. We split up 
the directory and started calling everyone we could get a hold of, inviting them to church 
that evening. Our Priest Fr. Ralph and his wife Marlena were in fact coming home from 

the East Coast and we hadn’t heard from them, luckily they had already arrived at home. 
 For me it was very helpful to be around others, to pray, to converse, to be present. 

Having the church open to whom ever showed up was significant, several people stopped 
by and joined us because they saw so many cars in the parking lot. There was no formal 
service, instead prayers were offered by Fr. Ralph and others.  

 Being together with other church members and praying was calming to me           
personally and I believe for some of the others attending. 

My thoughts on 9/11—by Reberta Skinner 
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                          The Mission of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is  

                          to know Christ and to make Christ known. St. Andrew’s 

Vestry Members 

Giorah Bour (Vestry Clerk) 

Maggie Burdick 

Kendall Burch 

John Cain 

Devyn Cameron 

Tom Egnew (Junior Warden) 

Margo Fleshman 

Norbert Herriges 

Judy Nelson (Senior Warden) 

 

Finance Ministry 

Bill Brice, Treasurer 

Beth Rich, Bookkeeper 

Clergy 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregory Rickel, Bishop 

The Rev. Martin Yabroff, Rector 

The Rev. Canon Edward A. Sterling, Associate 

 

Staff 

Linda Brice, Parish Secretary 

Naomi Shiga, Organist & Choir Director 

Mary Boyce, RN, Parish Nurse 

Pam Tinsley M.Div., Pastoral Associate 

Matt Herriges, AV Consultant 

 

Tartan Editor 

Linda Brice 
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Phone: 253-564-4402 

Email: saintandrews@net-venture.com 

Rector: Fr. Martin Yabroff — Email:  yabroff@net-venture.com 


